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Abstract

This article, entitled “De-moralization of Compassion-Motivated Crime: A Criminological-
Philosophical Analysis of the Involuntary Euthanasia of Infants, with a Focus on the
Case of Dr. Leonard Arthur,” examines a sensitive and controversial phenomenon in
which the lives of infants who, due to severe disabilities or incurable conditions, are
unable to make decisions for themselves, are intentionally brought to an end. Situated
at the intersection of the philosophy of law, biocthics, and critical criminology, this
study provides a multidimensional analysis of compassionate euthanasia and seeks
to move beyond traditional moral-legal dichotomies toward an understanding of its
complexities. The primary case study of the article concerns the controversial case of Dr.
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Leonard Arthur in Britain, who was charged in 1981 with the murder of a neurologically
paralyzed infant with severe disabilities and was ultimately acquitted. This trial generated
extensive public and academic debate and ultimately gave rise to fundamental questions
concerning intention, suffering, dignity, and criminal responsibility in end-of-life decision-
making. The article is organized into five sections using a theoretical-analytical method
and drawing upon philosophical texts, legal documents, medical ethics sources, and
criminological theories: theoretical foundations, a philosophical analysis of mercy killing,
criminological perspectives on deviance and responsibility, a case analysis of the Arthur
trial, and a critical conclusion. The findings indicate that classical criminal law lacks the
capacity to understand and adjudicate this moral situation. The boundary between killing
and compassion is fluid and context-dependent, and disregarding the lived experiences of
physicians and caregivers renders our understanding incomplete. The article emphasizes
the normative reconstruction of the concept of criminal responsibility and the necessity of
an interdisciplinary and context-based approach to the analysis of such ethical tensions.

Keywords: Euthanasia, Bioethics, Groningen Protocol, Criminology, Dr. Leonard Arthur,
Compassion, Philosophy of Law, Human Dignity, Criminal Responsibility, Infants.
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