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One of the principal challenges in inferring religious rulings
(hukm al-shar 7) from textual proofs lies in uncertainty con-
cerning the semantic scope and implication of such evidence.
In particular, given the instrumental role of reason (‘ag/) in in-
terpreting transmitted sources, it may at times appear that the
verbal formulations employed do not fully disclose the true
intent of the Lawgiver (al-Shari®). In order to move beyond
the literal wording of verbal evidence (dalil al-lafzi) and attain
a precise understanding, two primary approaches have been
advanced: first, identifying the effective cause (manat) of the
ruling; and second, determining the true subject of the ruling
together with its qualifying conditions (quyiid).

Adopting a descriptive—analytical method, the present study
examines the presuppositions and implications of the positions
articulated by Ustli scholars. It argues for reconsidering the

role of thematic study, particularly in relation to the capacity
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to identify the restrictive aspect (haythivyah al-taqyidiyyah) as distinct from the causal
aspect (haythivyah al-ta liliyyah) in the process of legal inference. The central aim is to
clarify the methodological potential of thematic study within the practice of ijtihad.
The findings indicate that determining the effective cause of a ruling through its haythiy-
yah al-ta liliyyah faces significant rational and customary challenges. By contrast, com-
mon understanding plays a foundational role in uncovering the haythiyyah al-taqyidiyyah
of a ruling—whether in clarifying conceptual meaning or in identifying contextual indi-
cators and assessing the sufficiency of apparent meaning. Accordingly, the identification
of the thematic dimensions of a ruling in analysing the indication (dalalah) of verbal evi-
dence demonstrates greater methodological capacity than the direct pursuit of the ruling’s
effective cause.

This conclusion underscores the necessity of re-evaluating the function of thematic study
within jjtihad in order to enhance the precision and quality of jurisprudential research.
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