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Abstract
The Fathiyya was one of the internal Shi‘i sects that initially recognized
the imamate of ‘Abd Allah, the son of Imam Ja‘ar al-Sadiq (peace be
upon him), and after his death came to believe in the imamate of
Imam Musa al-Kazim (peace be upon him). Prominent Fathite
scholars were among the major transmitters from the Imams (peace be
upon them) and possessed a significant scholarly and hadith legacy.
The main question of this study is: what kind of scholarly interaction
did the Imamiyya community have with the Fathiyya? The hypothesis
is that the Fathiyya constituted the closest intra-Shi‘i group to the
Imamiyya, did not separate themselves from the Imamiyya community,
and that the Imamiyya, in turn, engaged constructively with their
scholarly heritage. This research adopts a descriptive—analytical
method and, drawing on data from sectarian studies, biographical
evaluation (rijal), and hadith scholarship, examines the nature of the
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Imamiyya’s scholarly interactions with this intra-group sect. The
findings indicate that the scholarly works and hadiths of the Fathiyya
were preserved within the Imamiyya tradition, and that both groups
benefited from each other’s intellectual heritage through scholarly
relations, including teacher—student networks. The Imamiyya maintained
generally positive interactions with the Fathiyya and experienced
fewer tensions with them compared to other intra-Shi‘ sects such as
the Zaydiyya and the Wagqifiyya. The Fathiyya’s acceptance of the
imamate of later Imams and their relatively non-hostile stance toward
the Imamiyya played a significant role in fostering these positive
interactions.
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