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Despite apparent similarities in foundational principles among
certain jurists, their issued fatawa differ. With respect to the
time at which zakar becomes obligatory on wheat and barley,
two principal criteria are commonly identified: the applicabili-
ty of the name (sidq al-ism) “wheat” and “barley,” and ishtidad
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al-habb. However, the assumption that these two criteria are identical is imprecise. More-
over, the determination of the time of obligation by some jurists involves elements of
subject-matter assessment, which, as such, do not necessarily constitute binding proof
(hujjah) for the legally responsible individual (mukallaf).

The divergence of opinion between Imam Khomayni and Ayatullah al-Sistani concerning
the consumption of wheat and barley prior to drying—where one holds that zakat remains
due on produce consumed at that stage and the other does not, despite shared foundation-
al premises—appears to stem from differing jurisprudential interpretations. According
to Imam Khomayni, the applicability of the designation “wheat” or “barley” is realized
when the crop becomes ready for harvest. By contrast, in the view of Ayatullah al-Sistani,
ishtidad al-habb, which occurs prior to harvest, suffices for the designation to apply, even
if the crop has not yet reached full harvest readiness.
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