Social-Cultural Studies of Hawzah

Vol.10, No.1, Issuel9, 2026 ISSN: 2588-7017

Principles of Ethnic and National Ethics and
Their Role in Social Cohesion

Mohammad Fooladi Vanda

Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Imam Khomeini Educational and Research
Institute, Qom, Iran. fooladi@iki.ac.ir

Abstract

In human societies, particularly multicultural societies, the main challenge is how one can
simultaneously respect cultural, religious, ethnic, or racial diversity and preserve the fundamental
principles of national ethics. Human social life is indicative of the bitter reality that considering
certain ethnic and human groups superior, due to belonging to a specific ethnicity, race, or language,
has been the underlying context for conflicts, disputes, and ethnic or racial tensions. The purpose of
this research is to analyze and elucidate the role of the principles of ethnic and national ethics in a
unified national identity and social cohesion; how the diversity of ethnic identities, ethnic tensions
and disputes, and so forth, can be directed to possess a unified and cohesive national identity. This
research, utilizing a descriptive-analytical and documentary method, delves into the analysis of the
foundations and principles of ethnic and national ethics and their role in strengthening social
cohesion, with an emphasis on the viewpoint of Allamah Mishah Yazdi. The findings of the research
indicate that although some consider a shared historical mentality and destiny, a shared cultural
heritage, and a shared religion, and some also consider culture, flag, geographical boundaries, and
language as causes of national solidarity and unity, in Islam, adherence to the foundations of ethnic
and national ethics (including belief in monotheism [Taw#kid] and the worship of the One God, the
pursuit of justice, orientation towards the Hereafter and belief in the Resurrection [Ma ‘ad], divine
traditions [Sunan] in the administration of societies, and ethical orientation), and adherence to the
principles of ethnic and national ethics (including the principle of seeking perfection, peaceful
solidarity and unity, the responsibility of ethnicities regarding their own behavior, enjoining good
and forbidding wrong [Al-Amr bi al-Ma rif wa al-Nahy ‘an al-Munkar]) are among the important
factors in strengthening national solidarity and social cohesion. Therefore, in a religious society, by
adhering to the foundations of ethnic and national ethics as well as ethical principles, one can
witness the peaceful coexistence of various ethnicities and races while preserving their own national
and religious identity.
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