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Abstract

This study seeks to explicate a model of the political system and the
ideal state based on the Holy Qur’an, adopting a systems approach
within the framework of political philosophy. While Qur’anic studies
are commonly situated within jurisprudential, mystical, or theological
frameworks, this article moves beyond these conventional approaches
to discover and infer the components of a divine system of governance
distinct from secular models. The ultimate objective of this political
system is the realization of the divine command to establish the
religion (igamat al-din), as emphasized in the verse: “He has ordained
for you of religion what He enjoined upon Noah ... [saying], ‘Establish
the religion’ (Qur’an, al-Shura 42:13). Accordingly, one dimension of
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establishing the religion—addressed to all monotheistic worshippers—
is fulfilled through recognizing and instituting Islamic systems.

The innovation of this research operates on two levels. First, a
systemic innovation that, by offering a structured framework, enables
deep and comprehensive comparison with other political systems.
Second, an innovation in content and concepts, which introduces
fundamental and distinctive components—such as taqwa (piety),
tazkiya (purification), the linkage of leadership to tawhid
(monotheism), and the precedence of the ummah and leadership over
the state—as integral elements of the Qur’anic political theory.

Methodologically, the study combines inferential analysis with the
theory of signification—employing the three levels of denotative,
implicative, and necessary meanings—alongside the method of istintag
al-Qur’an (interrogating the Qur’an). Through this approach, the
article proposes a novel divine model of governance whose ultimate
end is establishing the religion, and contends that a return to its
foundations delineates the path to human felicity and salvation.

The central question addressed is: What structure and functions
characterize the Qur’anic model of the political system? To answer this
overarching question, eight subsidiary questions are examined based
on a systems-analytical framework.

First, regarding the necessity of establishment, the findings indicate
that the Qur'an—by emphasizing the command to establish the
religion and the need to ensure comprehensive security encompassing
both worldly life and the Hereafter—deems the formation of a divine
state necessary. This necessity is also reflected in Qur’anic narratives,
such as the story of Talut.

Second, concerning constituent elements, in addition to the four
elements common to all states (territory, population, government, and
sovereignty), the Qur’an highlights three exclusive pillars: tawhid as
the foundation, divine leadership as the axis, and Islam as the
comprehensive roadmap.

Third, in analyzing the boundaries of the Islamic political system, a
structural distinction is observed. At the operational level of the state,
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geographical and contractual borders are recognized; however, at the
identity level of the ummah and leadership, Islam is universal and
transboundary. This distinction offers a solution for reconciling the
universality of religious teachings with the practical realities of
governance.

Fourth, with respect to the power network, the criteria for selecting
officials include merit, expertise, trustworthiness, and justice. The use
of non-Muslims in non-sovereign and service-oriented positions—
subject to specific regulations—is considered permissible. Moreover,
the participation of women in the sphere of social management is
affirmed, based on Qur’anic verses and precedent.

Fifth, the decision-making center resides in divine leadership,
whose legitimacy is intrinsic and derives from God. This leadership
exercises final authority within the framework of Sharia, utilizing
consultation (shura) as a method and allegiance (bay‘a) as public
confirmation and commitment. In times of crisis, this central authority
is strengthened to preserve the system.

Sixth, the scope of authority and duties of the Islamic state is
extensive, encompassing both fixed matters (such as the promotion of
monotheism, provision of multidimensional security, implementation
of justice, and enjoining good and forbidding evil) and contingent
matters (responding to the changing needs of society). The state is
obligated to provide a good life (hayat tayyiba) for all citizens, while
respecting privacy, unless an overriding public interest necessitates
otherwise.

Seventh, in analyzing the process of power, the Qur’an outlines
three overarching models: the ideal model of love and affection, which
establishes relationships grounded in faith and beneficence; the model
of religious democracy, which, within the framework of Islamic
rulings, is based on participation and consultation; and the
condemned tyrannical (taghuti) model, founded on despotism and
transgression.

Eighth, regarding feedback, the Qur’an establishes a robust and
active oversight system through the key principle of enjoining good
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and forbidding evil. Accordingly, constructive criticism and protest by
the people against governmental decisions—within criteria such as
justice and anti-corruption—not only are permitted but are necessary
to ensure the health and dynamism of the system.

In sum, by moving beyond prevailing approaches in Qur’anic
studies and relying on the methods of istintag (a thematic—analytical
reading of the Qur’an), systems analysis, and signification, this
research succeeds in extracting a coherent and innovative model of the
ideal political system from the Holy Qur’an.

Keywords
Qur’anic political system; Islamic state; theorization; leadership;
ummah; feedback.
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