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Abstract
Although Islamic civilization, during the period commonly referred to
as its “Golden Age,” drew extensively on the teachings and directives of
the Holy Qur’an and succeeded in producing remarkable achievements
in scientific, cultural, social, and political domains, this historical
experience cannot be regarded as the full and final realization of a
justice-centered, Qur’an-based civilization. Achieving such a civilization
requires a renewed, conscious, and methodical return to the Qur’anic
text through a civilizational, inclusive, and comprehensive lens. This
return should not be reduced to limited, fragmentary, individualistic,
or purely ethical readings; rather, it demands a deep, systematic, and
structural understanding of the Qur’an’s foundational concepts—
especially the concept of justice—and of its principles, criteria, and
functions in the realm of collective life.

Each Qur’anic concept, in itself, possesses the capacity to guide
Islamic society toward human and civilizational excellence. However,
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when justice, as the backbone of this intellectual constellation, is
placed alongside other core Qur’anic principles such as tawhid
(monotheism), human dignity, social responsibility, and the negation
of oppression and corruption, a coherent, identity-forming, and
distinctive structure emerges. This structure differentiates Islamic
civilization from prevailing civilizational models—often grounded in
power-centrism, utilitarianism, or domination—and endows it with an
ethical, humane, and divine logic.

Since the Holy Qur’an is recognized as the primary and authentic
source of Islamic civilization, rereading its foundational teachings—
particularly in the domains of politics, power, and social order—
through a civilizational approach can play a strategic role in guiding
Islamic society toward a superior civilization. Such an approach not
only contributes to the organization of political and social structures
but also provides the conditions for the flourishing of individual and
collective capacities of citizens within the Islamic state. Within this
framework, political justice is not merely an individual moral virtue or
a religious recommendation; rather, it constitutes a foundational,
norm-setting, and structure-building value whose realization is an
essential condition for the health and stability of the political order.

Political justice, in this sense, ensures that officials, institutions,
and power-related structures are placed in their proper and rightful
positions, preventing deviation, discrimination, and the abuse of
power. It also guarantees that citizens’ rights are secured and
implemented not arbitrarily or temporarily, but fairly, systematically,
and sustainably. In the Qur’anic logic, political justice lays the
groundwork for people’s free, conscious, and responsible participation
in determining their own destiny, while simultaneously enabling the
restraint, limitation, and supervision of political power. This form of
justice paves the way for the realization of rights, prevents the
concentration of power, and confronts despotism and corruption,
ultimately leading to the establishment of a political order in which
power serves truth, justice, and human dignity rather than functioning
as a tool of domination and autocracy.

Employing the method of ijtihadi (juristic-analytical) interpretation
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of the Holy Qur’an, this article seeks to examine and analyze the
functions of political justice in the process of the formation and
development of the New Islamic Civilization. The main hypothesis of
the study is that, by relying on the language, logic, and teachings of the
Qur’an, the foundational and civilization-building elements of political
justice can be identified across three essential spheres. The first is the
sphere of a just worldview, grounded in monotheism, the intrinsic
dignity of the human being, individual and social responsibility, and
the negation of all forms of unjust domination. The second is the
sphere of a just culture and lifestyle, encompassing values, norms,
social ethics, and behavioral patterns compatible with justice. The
third is the sphere of a just political—social system, which focuses on
organizing power structures, legislation, institution-building, and
social relations on the basis of justice.

In light of these three elements, the civilizational functions of
political justice from the Qur’anic perspective can be observed in multiple
domains. These include the formation of civilizational rationality, leading
to collective decision-making based on reason, public interest, and future-
oriented thinking; the expansion of civilizational ethics, which purifies
social and political relations from violence, discrimination, and autocracy;
the prevention of despotism, corruption, and civilizational decline; the
strengthening of empathy, cohesion, and civilizational convergence
among diverse social groups; and, finally, the promotion of forbearance,
dialogue, and constructive interaction with other civilizations while
preserving Islamic identity and principles.

The realization of these functions facilitates the emergence, continuity,
and flourishing of the New Islamic Civilization and establishes political
justice as a fundamental pillar of its dynamism, vitality, and sustainability.
The novelty of this article lies in moving beyond an abstract and purely
conceptual treatment of political justice to an exploration of its
civilization-building functions in light of the teachings of the Holy Qur’an,
thereby redefining political justice as an active, dynamic, and influential
force in the process of Islamic civilization-building.
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