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Abstract

In Islamic culture, religious propagation is a process that transcends the mere transmission of
information; according to this perspective, it is an endeavor to guide individuals and society based
on revelatory teachings. Among Islamic texts, Nahj al-Balagha is considered one of the richest
and most profound sources for elucidating the foundations and requirements of religion. In his
sermons, letters, and aphorisms (wisdoms), Imam Ali (AS) has addressed the essentials of
religious propagation, sometimes explicitly and at other times implicitly. The present study,
adopting an analytical-descriptive approach and based on a content analysis of Nahj al-Balagha
(using the translation and commentary by Mohammad Dashti), explores a fundamental axis: the
"essentials of religious propagation” in Alid thought. The findings indicate that, from Imam Ali's
(AS) perspective, propagation is grounded in the intrinsic connection between faith, knowledge,
action, and ethics. A missionary (propagator) must be the embodiment of the message before
speaking it. Sincerity, knowledge, forbearance (Hilm), justice, compassion, and courage are
among the core components of a missionary’s character. At the methodological level, practical
propagation, wise exhortation, rational dialogue, compassion, and behavioral justice are
considered the most effective methods. The results of this research demonstrate that Imam Ali
system of propagation offers a comprehensive and sustainable model for rethinking contemporary
religious propagation methods, which is applicable across educational, cultural, and media

spheres.
Keywords
Nahj al-Balagha, Imam Ali (AS), Religious Propagation, Theoretical Foundations of

Propagation, Propagator’s Characteristics.
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