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Abstract

Nearly all ancient religions possessed certain centers that emerged for
various reasons, such as being the birthplace of a prophet, hosting a
principal temple or place of worship, or serving as the site of
significant religious, political, or epic events. Over time, many of these
centers experienced decline or lost their genuine spiritual functions.
Drawing on Qur’anic verses and employing a content analysis
approach, this article examines four major religious locations in
history—Babylon, Jerusalem, Mecca, and Medina—by offering a brief
overview of their historical trajectories and destinies, with a focus on
their religious centrality. It appears that humanity’s turn toward each
of these cities represents successive stages in its quest to discover a
religious and spiritual center and a point of connection between
heaven and earth. The findings of this study indicate that the spiritual
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expectations associated with Babylon and Jerusalem were not
adequately fulfilled. Mecca, too, proved to be an unsuitable host for the
Final Prophet and his religious law; consequently, after his expulsion
from Mecca, the Prophet laid the foundations of a religious and
humane civilization in Medina—one that was unparalleled at the time
and whose many dimensions have yet to be fully explored.
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