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Abstract

This article aims to elucidate the pattern and practical strategies of this
prominent figure in dealing with the complex and pluralistic context of
Lebanese society. The fundamental issue of the research is how, in a
country with sixteen official religions and a history replete with
sectarian conflicts, how can someone propose a model of governance
that both recognizes cultural pluralities and avoids falling into the
traps of authoritarianism or reductionist secularism. The author,
utilizing the method of "internal logic analysis of thought" and with a
look at Farabi's views on the City of Virtue and "Conquering the
Earth," argues that Imam Musa Sadr, by rejecting the duality of "tribal
system" and "pure secularism,” has laid the foundation for a third

"

pattern called "human governance." This pattern rests on three
fundamental pillars: human-centeredness, organized movement, and

universal participation, which seeks to establish the inherent dignity of
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humanity as the primary basis for policymaking, transcending religious
and ethnic affiliations.

The findings of this research indicate that Imam Musa Sadr, in
contrast to many reformers who view diversity as a source of division,
considered religious pluralism in Lebanon as a "divine blessing" and a
cultural wealth. From his perspective, differences not only do not
hinder growth, but rather provide a basis for evolution and synergy; to
such an extent that he believed that even if this plurality did not exist,
we should create an environment for human growth. Criticizing
Lebanon's political structure, which was based on the unfair distribution
of power among religious feudalists (especially Maronites), Sadr
believed that this system, instead of establishing justice, led to the
consolidation of class privileges and kept the Shia community, as the
largest sect, in double deprivation. However, his solution for reform
was not destructive uprisings, but rather strengthening the "civil
society” and empowering individuals through institutionalization.

A significant part of the findings of the article focuses on elucidating
the role of "organization and structure" in the process of desirable
governance in the era of Sadr. The author explains that Sadr did not
consider the crude and disorganized presence of the people in the
public sphere as sufficient, and emphasized the necessity of the
existence of bodies based on solid theoretical foundations. The
establishment of the "Supreme Council of Shia in Lebanon" in 1969 is
a concrete example of this approach, aiming not at separatism, but at
the vindication of the violated rights of the Shia and the facilitation of
their fair integration into the state structure. Similarly, the
establishment of "The Disadvantaged Movement" as a transnational
movement reflects his efforts to redefine the Lebanese identity based
on human commonalities and the struggle against poverty and
ignorance. His actions in the city of "Sour," including the fight against
begging, the establishment of vocational training centers for women,
and cultural-sports clubs, demonstrated that, in his view, religion,
before being for the afterlife, is "for life" and for correcting the
processes of field governance.

The author continues to explore creative solutions proposed by
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Sadr to resolve legal conflicts in multicultural societies. One of these
brilliant solutions is the suggestion of a "Common Personal Status
Law" utilizing "terms incorporated in the contract.” Sadr argued that a
uniform law could be established allowing each party to the contract to
include conditions consistent with their religious Sharia; thus,
preserving individuals' religious identity while ensuring legal and
national integrity. This approach provided a democratic response to
the demand for secularization, contributing to social unity without
denying religion.

In conclusion, the article argues that Imam Musa Sadr's experience
transformed Lebanon into a "global laboratory” for the realization of
Islamic political thought in the modern world. His model of human
governance opened a shortcut between frozen traditionalism and
aggressive modernity, where religious scholars, as "public activists,"
are responsible for achieving peace and justice by engaging in
churches, mosques, and social institutions. Sadr's legacy teaches us
that desirable governance in multicultural societies requires moving
beyond "sectarianism" towards "human meritocracy" and replacing
"coercive governance" with "soft and persuasive governance." Overall,
this research demonstrates that Sadr's thought provides a credible
framework for analyzing the possibilities of democracy in diverse
societies, which remains inspiring and guiding for the contemporary
world.

Keywords
Imam Musa Sadr, Multi-cultural Society, Peaceful Coexistence,
Governance, Organization and Institutions.
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