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Abstract

In today's complex world, full of choices, human moral judgments often
arise from fast, automatic, and emotional processes known as "moral
intuitions." Using a descriptive-analytical method and based on
theoretical frameworks of cognitive psychology and neuroscience, this
research analyzes the nature, mechanisms, and validity of these intuitions.
According to Haidt's Social Intuitionist Model, moral reasoning primarily
plays a post-hoc justificatory role, and judgments are formed in the mind
prior to any logical reflection. The dual-process theory reinforces this
model by viewing intuitions as stemming from "System 1" (fast, emotional,
and unconscious) in contrast to the rational reasoning system of "System
2" (slow, analytical, and conscious). The primary driving force behind the
formation of moral intuitions is "moral heuristics"; simplified mental rules
that facilitate decision-making under conditions of uncertainty through
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the unconscious substitution of complex target attributes with simpler
cues. Rooted in evolutionary, cognitive, and cultural levels, these heuristics
can be classified into four categories: rule-based, discriminatory-emotional,
intention-based, and superficially consequentialist. Although these
mechanisms are evolutionarily efficient and essential for social life, they
are prone to systematic errors and susceptibility to momentary emotions
and diverse cultural contexts. The present article argues that while
intuitions and heuristics constitute the foundation of our moral cognitive
architecture, achieving a valid judgment requires critical review by
deliberative reasoning and cross-cultural dialogue.
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Abstract

The purpose of the present study is to examine the status of ethics
education within the framework of curricula for psychology students in
Iran. To this end, all active psychology curricula at the Ministry of Science,
Research, and Technology of the Islamic Republic of Iran were examined
using quantitative content analysis. The findings indicate that a total of 14
course titles related to ethics education were identified across 13
psychology disciplines; including 9 courses on "Professional Ethics" and 6
courses on "Moral Psychology." In addition to the aforementioned 14
courses, the topic of ethics is referenced in the syllabus of 86 other
courses. A total of 177 ethical components extracted from the syllabi of
100 psychology courses were categorized into four themes: moral
dimensions of the human, the content of moral science, moral disciplines,
and the relationship between ethics and other matters. These findings
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demonstrate that ethics education has been addressed in most psychology
disciplines in the Iranian higher education system. As an exploratory and
preliminary study, the present research has provided a general overview of
the state of ethics education in psychology curricula in Iran and has
offered suggestions for ethics education at the undergraduate level in
psychology.
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Ethics Education, Psychology Education, Moral Psychology, Professional
Ethics, Curriculum.
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