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Abstract

Peaceful coexistence—free from violence and harshness—with other
human beings is among the most fundamental prerequisites of human
life. Islamic teachings consistently emphasize tolerance and forbearance
toward others, including non-Muslims, and stress the importance of
peaceful coexistence with them. The central question addressed in this
article is: What foundational and essential teachings does Islam offer
in support of peaceful coexistence with non-Muslims? In other words,
what are the core principles of Islam in engagement and interaction
with non-Muslims?

Through a descriptive—analytical method, this study demonstrates that
Islam recognizes peaceful coexistence with non-Muslims as a
fundamental and underlying principle and strongly affirms it. Islamic
teachings emphasize the freedom of non-Muslims as well as the
protection of their lives and property. They also call for good conduct
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toward non-Muslims and respect for their rights. Observance of these
principles by Muslims fosters a peaceful environment—free from
violence and conflict—within Islamic society and provides the context
for cultural and civilizational growth and development.
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