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Abstract

Today, nail extensions are considered among newly emergent forms of adornment,
toward which large numbers of women—and even men—have turned. The point of
disagreement, however, concerns the duty of legally responsible individuals (mukallafin)
after covering the natural nail with an artificial nail, and how related practical rulings—
such as those pertaining to ritual purity (faharah), prayer (salah), and ritual bathing
(ghusl)—are to be observed. On the basis of certain hadith-based and usil7 (i.e. legal
theoretical) fundamentals, nail extensions are deemed absolutely prohibited, such that
acts like prayer must be made up (gada’), and both ghusl and ablution (wudiz ) are invalid.
Yet, on other fundamentals, one may infer the permissibility of nail extensions and the
validity of prayer performed with “bandage [or splint] ablution” (wudii” al-jabirah). This
disagreement becomes particularly salient when a person, before the time for prayer has
begun, proceeds to apply nail extensions while knowing that removing them at prayer
time would entail undue hardship and distress (‘usr wa haraj). The present article,
using an analytical, library-based method, seeks to examine the various fundamentals
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relevant to this discussion. The present article seeks, through an analytical, library-based
method, to examine the various foundational considerations relevant to this discussion
and—taking into account the prevailing intellectual climate reflected in the fatwas of
contemporary jurists—to analyze the factors that lead to the prohibition or permissibility
of this practice, and to investigate its prescriptive or impositive (taklifi) and declaratory
(wad 7) rulings.

Keywords: nail extensions; emergent/novel forms of adornment; the shart ruling on
nail extensions; conditional obligation (wdjib mashriit); suspended obligation (wajib
mu ‘allaq); prayer (salah).
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