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Abstract

“Unknown-owner property” (majhiil al-malik) is a jurisprudential topic in which the owner
of an asset is not known. Using a descriptive—analytical method, this study seeks to answer
the question: from a subject-matter perspective, what is the ruling status of unknown-owner
properties? The findings indicate that the present topic can be discussed both in terms of its
jurisprudential nature and its legal nature. The article’s overall outcome regarding the rulings
that attach to it centers on unknown-owner property and on claimants to such property. The
investigation shows that categories of unknown-owner property include lawful wealth mixed
with unlawful wealth, lands of unknown ownership, lost property, and property whose
ownership is indeterminate among multiple individuals. The statement of a person claiming
unknown-owner property is not accepted on its own; rather, the claim must be accompanied
by legally recognized evidence (adillah) and proof (bayyinah). Based on a legal approach, the
three elements or constituents of the present subject are: the unknown-owner property (majhiil
al-malik), the judicial authority (hakim), and the poor (fugara’).
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