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In the confessional approach to comparative theology,
the tool of comparison with another religious tradition
is employed to achieve a deeper understanding
of one's home tradition, while maintaining the
boundaries of its orthodoxy and orthopraxy. At first
glance, this approach appears to face a fundamental
challenge: the conflict between openness toward the
"other" religion and commitment to the "home"
religion. This primary conflict, as an epistemological
challenge, is the central problem of this research. The
objective is to answer the following question: How, in
Islamic comparative theology, can commitment to the
home tradition remain intact despite openness toward
other religious traditions? The research is conducted
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using a descriptive-analytical method. The results indicate, first, that in the
literature of confessional comparative theology—as a faith-based
discipline—"truth" refers to the truth consistent with, or based on, the
revelation and manifestation present in the "home" religious tradition. Thus,
the theologian seeks to gain a more precise understanding of the truth and
normativity of the "home" or "self" tradition through comparison. Second,
the scope of commitment to the home tradition is limited to primary norms
(Level-1 religion) and secondary norms (the essentials of Level-2 and Level-
3 religion); beyond these two norms, there lies a vast "area of vacuum"
(Manatqat al-Faragh) for openness. Consequently, the relationship between
the circles of openness and commitment is one of mutual exclusivity
(disjunction). These two realms do not overlap, and thus, openness causes
no detriment to commitment.

Extended Abstract

This study examines one of the most fundamental issues in Islamic
comparative theology, namely the relationship between openness toward
other religious traditions and commitment to the home tradition. Within the
confessional approach to comparative theology, engagement with another
religious tradition is undertaken as a methodological tool for attaining a
deeper and more refined understanding of the home tradition, while at the
same time preserving the boundaries of its orthodoxy and orthopraxy.
Nevertheless, the approach appears, at first glance, to face a serious
epistemic challenge: a tension between openness toward the religious other
and commitment to one’s own tradition. This apparent conflict constitutes
the central problem of the present study.

The primary objective of this research is to provide a systematic
response to the following question: how, in Islamic comparative theology,
can commitment to the home tradition remain intact despite genuine
openness toward another religious tradition? The study aims to
demonstrate that this tension is only apparent and can be resolved
through a careful conceptual clarification of key theological notions and
distinctions. In doing so, it seeks to contribute to the development of a
coherent Islamic framework for confessional comparative theology and to
address a gap in the existing scholarship.

Methodologically, the study adopts a qualitative, descriptive—analytical
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approach. It engages critically with the major theoretical contributions in
the field of comparative theology, particularly within the confessional
paradigm, and rearticulates them within an Islamic theological context.
The research relies on library-based sources, digital materials, and
scholarly exchanges, and employs conceptual analysis, comparative
reasoning, and thick description to illuminate both the structure and the
underlying logic of the problem.

The findings of the study show that resolving the apparent conflict
between openness and commitment requires, first, a precise
understanding of the notion of truth in confessional comparative theology.
In this context, truth is not conceived as a neutral or purely external
category; rather, it is understood as that which accords with, or is
grounded in, the revelation recognized within the home religious
tradition. Accordingly, the comparative theologian approaches other
traditions from within a prior commitment to the truth of their own
tradition and seeks, through comparison, to attain a more precise and
enriched understanding of the truth and normativity of the home
tradition. This framework safeguards the inquiry from relativism while
allowing for meaningful interreligious learning.

Second, the study reaffirms the centrality of the notion of faith seeking
understanding. As a form of theology, comparative theology proceeds
from an already affirmed faith and aims at deepening its intellectual and
experiential grasp. Engagement with other religious traditions, therefore,
is not an act of transcending or suspending faith, but rather an extension
of the effort to understand it more fully. Openness, in this sense, functions
as a disciplined and constructive dimension of theological inquiry, rather
than a threat to religious commitment.

Third, and most crucially, the study proposes a structured account of
religion in terms of three interrelated levels: (1) the level of revelation
(religion at its pure and unmediated source), (2) the level of human
understanding and theological articulation, and (3) the level of lived and
historically embodied religion. Within this framework, a distinction is
drawn between norma normans (corresponding to the first level of
religion) and norma normata (corresponding to the essential and binding
elements within the second and third levels).
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Commitment in confessional comparative theology is directed toward
these two normative domains—namely, the norma normans and the
norma normata—which define the non-negotiable boundaries of
orthodoxy and orthopraxy. By contrast, openness operates beyond these
domains, within a broad sphere that may be described as a “zone of
discretionary openness.” This sphere encompasses those aspects of
religious understanding and practice that are not fixed as binding norms
and are therefore open to development, reinterpretation, and enrichment.

Within this non-normative domain, the comparative theologian can
engage constructively with other religious traditions, drawing insights that
may contribute to the refinement and expansion of theological
understanding within the home tradition. Crucially, this engagement does
not entail any modification of the foundational or binding norms of the
tradition.

Accordingly, the study concludes that the relationship between
openness and commitment is not one of contradiction or tension, but
rather one of mutual exclusivity. The two domains are distinct and non-
overlapping: commitment is confined to the normative core of the
tradition, while openness pertains to areas beyond that core. As a result,
openness does not undermine commitment; on the contrary, it can serve
to deepen and strengthen it by enabling a more reflective and
comprehensive appropriation of the tradition.

Finally, the study emphasizes the role of the broader religious
community in evaluating the outcomes of comparative theological inquiry.
Although the comparative theologian exercises scholarly judgment, their
conclusions remain subject to the discernment of the community and its
normative authorities. This ensures that theological innovation remains
accountable to the tradition and aligned with its established boundaries.

In sum, the apparent conflict between openness and commitment in
Islamic confessional comparative theology can be resolved through a clear
differentiation between normative and non-normative domains of
religion. Openness functions as a means of intellectual and theological
enrichment, while commitment safeguards the integrity of the home
tradition. Together, they constitute complementary dimensions of a
coherent and faithful theological enterprise.
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sl 031 L 5 g 3l 93l e 5 Linaes (> i) religious  tradiition
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3. Orientalism
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2. dahrma
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1. tradition
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3. Anselm of Canterbury

4. fides quaerens intellectum.

5. Discourse
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(Clooney, 1995, p. 522) S o o 5 15 Ayt (oGSl Slau o3 28
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1. normative
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(il S OL5 53 Lime il 4 0581 53 3ol o 5l NOTMative 531
YO g8 & 4 .(Von Stosch, n.d.) 3,13 gliw slas ;o regulative C)Ua.w‘ L,
> Jdlw dailgyla 51 i a ST Slj oyl oY iy (oLl ,s normative
(@S L Hlomin 1l § 45 53 bt ol 2813 Sy s (s Slgll (sl
(oY 0L Sl OLasiE 530 5 L aBlobelu bt 5 Tadsl L siasobol

. norm
. normative authority
. Kristofer Carlson

. norma normans

& N N

. norma normata
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3 ol OT L@ 5 (Comille, 2019, p. 44) LS e .\_i;l.? 5 il o
(s 0T Lolas s L usyls G\};—‘,.A Lg_s}ﬁ-(_,.:...u\.::afbjiia o Lo geT
o 3 gy GherseS 3 pdse s h 8 8 s hde 5
4 aS 348 6 ole Jolis Lib .\.ﬁﬂb 5 ool ol Jf\ .(Cornille, 2019, p. 54) (Cows!
u.éff‘a:_w.: @‘;J}»—@ OT s cObsla LU Sl s eyl (Caldn (63 5 S
P 53 @355 Lo slaslia L o 4S5 50 (g ol Jals S0l 45 s

(Cornlle, 2019, pp. 44-45) 3 4 _ga 0il 5= 23U o1 S U st it

s G Y YF b YV 5 OLWIT g ol 55 587 U oy i (55 3 (555 90831 e 1)
ool s daT

2. theology of religions

3. inclusivism

4. closed inclusivism

5. open inclusivism
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¢(Cornille, 2019, p. 162) (il oo iy 555 55 S (G lein (Slao 50T @ Nals” NIEY
a0 3o get Ol g (g 5oL oy 5> i it (51 TllS's 298 5 6l
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3 L M Sl o (tin 537 GlolST AT 5 Sl s gl 5o |
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1. Jacques Dupuis

2. norma normans

3. the Word

4. Gavin D'Costa

5. sati

6. karmic

7. merit

8. demerit

Coplon 53 Dl 5 Sl Uy Clie 5 Ol Jslas Ly 5 (I 5187 0T 55 demerit 5 merit p sgie 55 4
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1. Henri Le Saux
2. Ramana Maharshi
3. nonduality
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