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audience; thus, it is not deemed necessary for the
narrated events to possess an objective, external
reality. Allameh Tabataba'i is among the scholars
who have regarded certain verses—such as the
creation of Adam, the Divine Address (Takhatub),
the Covenant of Alast, and the stoning of devils
(Rgjm al-Shayatin)—as symbolic. Employing a
descriptive-analytical approach based on library
research, this study analyzes this issue and examines
Allameh’s perspective in light of Qur'anic verses and
traditions (Hadith). The findings indicate that treating
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these verses as symbolic entails implications that conflict with the spirit of
the Qur'an, potentially undermining its primary characteristic: providing
certainty to the audience through being the "Best of Speech" (Ahsan al-
Hadith) and the "Best of Stories". It appears that whenever the Qur'an
speaks of a reality that is imperceptible or beyond the direct
comprehension of the audience, it inevitably employs a method that
provides at least a general understanding. This method is neither an
indication of a "symbolic" nature nor evidence of the "unreality” of the
narrative; rather, it stems from the inherent impossibility of providing a
full explanation of such metaphysical events to the human audience.

Extended Abstract

Undoubtedly, the correct way to understand the Qur'an is to know
precisely the language of revelation--that is, the language of the Qur'an.
The function of the language of revelation can into two main groups:
informational and non-informational (non-cognitive). According to
cognitive theories, the language of revelation consists of propositions that
attest to reality; but non-cognitive theories do not accept the truth-
representation of the be divided language of revelation. In the last few
decades, due to the exchange of information among various sects and
schools of thought, symbolic (allegorical, interpretations of revelatory
teachings have expanded. The symbolic understanding of the language of
revelation has a long history among Muslim and Christian thinkers,
especially among their mystics.

Some Christian scholars have interpreted the storm involving Prophet
Noah (peace be upon him) as a symbolic report and have regarded it as a
method for conveying points that are religiously important. Some also
believe that all sacred texts should be interpreted in a symbolic language.
According to this view, in its narratives the Qur'an relates a reality using
the language of the audience; therefore, it is not necessary that what is
narrated be an objective in external reality.

This study examines this matter and analyzes Allama's view based on
Qur'anic verses and hadiths. The purpose of the paper is, first: to discuss
the accuracy of al-Mizan attributing this view to Allama, as presented in
his tafsirs—particularly. Second: to identify the narratives in which he did
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not accept the notion of pure literal truth. Third: to clarify the reason for
his adoption of this idea.

This research has been conducted by describing findings from library-
based sources, including lexicons and exegetical materials, as well as
analyzing those Data In the history of Qur'anic studies, no independent
work has been compiled and written with the above approach; only some
related discussions have been presented in books and articles that can be
used as research literature. For example, the master's thesis entitled
"Critique and Review of the Theory of the Symbolic Nature of the
Language of the Qur'an," Mohamaad reza Torabian, Faculty of Qur'anic
Sciences, Tehran, Esfand 1398: as written In that research, the language of
the Qur'an is studied generally .(March 2020) and in a symbolic way, and
therefore the specific features of Allama Tabataba'i's perspective have not
received particular attention.

In lexicons and tafsir works, "language" is presented in the sense of
vocabulary and dialect. By language is meant the style of discourse, the
scope of conveying speech, and the selection of concepts in relation to the
level of listeners and readers .in Persian is translated as "namad"
(symbol/sign) symbol The Latin word Therefore, to find the exact
meaning of these words, one must examine their root. The root of this
word goes back to ancient Greek, and it is said to be derived meaning "to
connect together." It is said: "This word, symballein from consists of two
parts: the first part means 'with, 'together,’ 'with one another, and the

rm

second part means 'to allot/share,’ ""to compare,' 'to throw,' 'to pour,' 'to
put, 'to comes to mean to throw together, 'to pair together,' 'to put
symballein pair.' Then :together.' Persian lexicographers define the word
'symbolic' in this way Something that does not have its own inherent value
or function, and is a sign and the manifestation of something else- an
encoded sign, a symbolic" representation.

In general, if we want to offer a comprehensive definition, we can say:
symbolic language means something that is not used in the linguistic and
customary and when the speaker does not ,proper subject matter and
usage sense of its want, cannot, or it is not possible, to use it in its actual
meaning, they employ it in a meaning beyond its literal sense. Thus it
becomes clear that the distinguishing feature between the liar and the
symbolist is that the liar, with the intention of deceiving the audience,
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assumes a fictitious truth for what he says; but the symbolist does not
present symbolic words in the conventional sense, by means .of contextual
and textual indicators

Scholars and theologians who considered the Qur'anic language to be
symbolic for the purpose of avoiding reality---because reason is unable to
comprehend what lies beyond nature, because the rigid awareness of
inanimate things makes -the religious claims incomprehensible to all
people, because of its multi meaningfulness, because conveying difficult
matters, and because escaping any conflict between science and religion-
have turned to symbolic language In general, those researchers who
consider the Qur'anic narrative to have a literary style, and not to be the
recording of historical news, believe that in each narrative-according to its
specific atmosphere and setting--reductions and additions take place in
reality, and only a part of the events is included in a .narrative if it has a
role in the general course and within its atmosphere Undoubtedly,
accepting this view by Muslim scholars-such as what their Western
counterparts have stated about the sacred scripture-means accepting the
approach of symbolic language within the realm of Quranic teachings.

It cannot be denied that some Islamic thinkers are among the
opponents of the idea that the Qur'anic stories are symbolic. However,
Allama Tabataba'i, in his interprets the real nature of some Qur'anic
verses according to ,al-Mizan tafsir this approach. He believes that some
stories indicate reality- -that is, they are considered symbols of reality.
Some examples of this include: the verses about ,the creation of Adam, the
verse concerning the world of alastu (al-'alam al-dharr) and the stoning of
Satan by means of stones (meteors).It cannot be denied that some Islamic
thinkers are among the opponents of the symbolic nature of the Qur'anic
narratives.

However, Allamah Tabataba'i, in his Tafsir al-Mizan interpreted the
reality of certain Quranic verses according to this perspective. He believes
that some stories reflect reality; that is, they are considered symbolic of
reality. Some examples of these include: the verses about the creation of
Adam the verse of the 'World of Alast' ('Alam al-Dharr), and the stoning of
Satan with shooting stars.

In this concise work, the author has stated in detail that although there is
no decisive proof to reject this kind of view- -namely, treating this group
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of verses as symbolic--what Allamah and others have said in this regard is
not consistent with certain established principles, including: the verses of
challenge (tahdi), the truthfulness of the Qur'an, traditions (hadith), the
explicit acknowledgement of the awareness/sentience of all creation, the
guiding role of the Quranic narratives, and so on. Moreover, this
perspective is influenced by the views and interpretations of Western
scholars, who, based on their own premises, paid attention to it in their
acceptance of the sacred scripture In the end, it must be accepted that
Allamah, first, does not consider all Qur'anic stories to be symbolic;
moreover, he regarded parts of some stories as symbolic because a sensory
(empirical) interpretation of them is not possible. In addition this view, on
the one hand, stems from his scholarly and philosophical personality, and
on the other hand, is due to his not relying on solitary reports in Qur'anic
exegesis. Naturally, such a view would require him to (akhbar al-ahad)
interpret some Qur'anic verses that speak of hidden mysteries of existence
as referring to transcendent realities.
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