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Extended Abstract
Islam, as a comprehensive doctrinal-social system, has required, not
only at the time of its establishment but also throughout its historical
continuity, foundational mechanisms to preserve its authenticity,
dynamism, and resilience against various forms of damage, including
distortion and suspension. In this regard, analyzing the vital and
sequential relationship between the central figures of this religion—
especially the Noble Prophet (PBUH) as its founder and Imam Husayn
(AS) as the third Imam of the Shi‘a—is among the central topics of
Islamic research and can reveal the internal logic of Islam’s historicity.
Although some prior studies have occasionally pointed to moral
commonalities or emotional affinity between these two figures, most
lack a coherent theoretical framework capable of interpreting their
deep and multilayered bond within an integrated analytical system.
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Therefore, the existing research gap concerns the absence of a
conceptual model that can simultaneously explain the different
dimensions of this relationship—from the biological and psychological
to the epistemological, theological, and discursive—within a coherent
whole, while also revealing the historical purpose and metaphysical
wisdom of this connection.

This article seeks to explain the ontological relationship between
Imam Husayn (AS) and the Noble Prophet (PBUH) and to show the
continuity of this relationship in the event of Ashura. The main
research question is that the relationship between these two central
figures of Islam should not be limited merely to blood kinship, moral
similarities, or the transmission of certain virtues; rather, it must be
understood at a deeper level as an ontological and historical bond.
Based on the assumption that the survival of Islam depends on
internal mechanisms for preserving authenticity and resisting
distortion and suspension, the author presents Imam Husayn (AS) as
the ontological extension of the Prophet (PBUH) and the tangible
manifestation of the “Muhammadan Reality” within the course of
history. From this perspective, Ashura is not merely a tragic event, but
a turning point in Islamic history in which prophetic truth becomes
manifest through uprising, sacrifice, and steadfastness in the face of
tyranny. The article seeks to show that understanding this ontological
connection is essential for comprehending the philosophy of the
Ashura uprising and the place of Imamate within the system of divine
guardianship.

This research was conducted using a qualitative approach within a
mystical-historical analytical framework. The author employs a
combination of several analytical levels: textual analysis of religious
sources such as hadiths, narrations, and accounts of martyrdom, a
philosophical-mystical reading of foundational concepts such as the
Muhammadan Reality and the Unity of Light, and the use of discourse
analysis tools to extract the semantic and historical layers of the
relationship between the Prophet (PBUH) and Imam Husayn (AS).
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Within this framework, the theory of “ontological extension” is
proposed as the article’s main conceptual model; according to this
model, Imam Husayn (AS) is not an isolated figure, but rather the
continuation of the same prophetic truth at a critical stage in Islamic
history. The article formulates this extension across five dimensions—
biological-generational, psychological-ethical, epistemological,
theological-divine destiny, and discursive-social—and provides
historical and textual evidence for each.

Thus, the method of the article is not merely descriptive, but
interpretive and structured, seeking to move from historical narration
to ontological explanation.

The findings show that Imam Husayn (AS) can be understood
within a multilayered network of connections with the Prophet
(PBUH). At the biological and generational level, he is the
continuation of the prophetic lineage; at the ethical and psychological
level, he is the inheritor of the qualities and character of the Messenger
of God; at the epistemological level, he is the bearer and interpreter of
the same religious truth and guiding mission; at the theological and
divine-decree level, his presence in history is meaningful in accordance
with divine will and wisdom; and at the discursive and social level, his
uprising reproduces the message of prophethood in the face of the
structural deviation of Islamic society. Accordingly, in this article
Ashura is understood as a decisive moment in Islamic history in which
Muhammadan truth moves from the realm of speech and invitation to
the realm of action, martyrdom, and the revitalization of religion. The
author concludes that Imam Husayn (AS), as the “heir of Ahmad
(PBUH),” was not only the guardian of the prophetic tradition, but also
its reviver in a moment of crisis; therefore, the movement of Ashura is
regarded as a mechanism for the internal renewal of Islam and the
prevention of religious alienation.

In conclusion, the article focuses on the idea that Ashura cannot be
explained solely on the basis of emotion, epic heroism, or martyrdom-
seeking, but must be interpreted within the horizon of the philosophy

http://ipt.isca.ac.ir
Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy


http://ipt.isca.ac.ir/

of Islamic history and the framework of divine guardianship. In this
horizon, Imam Husayn (AS), as the ontological extension of the
Prophet (PBUH) is the intermediary link between the founding of
Islam and its enduring permanence—a link that, through conscious
martyrdom, saves the truth of religion from the danger of distortion
and suspension and elevates it to a supratemporeal level. In this way,
the article shows that understanding the ontological bond between the
Prophet (PBUH) and Imam Husayn (AS) opens a new horizon both in
explaining the status of Imamate and in analyzing the philosophy of
the Ashura uprising. The final conclusion is that Ashura is not merely a
historical event, but the history-making manifestation of the
Muhammadan Reality, through which Islam returns, out of the heart
of crisis, to its authentic and eternal life.

Keywords
ontological extension, Muhammadan Reality, Imam Husayn (AS), the
Noble Prophet (PBUH), Ashura, unity of light, philosophy of history,
Husayni uprising, mechanism of religious renewal, discourse of
resistance.
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