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Extended Abstract

This research aims to reread and analyze the political identity of Imam
Husayn (AS) as a socio-political actor within the framework of the
Prophetic discourse and in opposition to the dominant Umayyad
discourse. Focusing on the event of Ashura as a turning point in
Islamic history, the study seeks to answer the central question: How
can the political identity of Imam Husayn (AS) be understood as a
continuation of and reliance upon the Sira (tradition) and discourse of
the Prophet of Islam (PBUH)? Furthermore, what are the discursive
elements that provide legitimacy and foster resistance within this
identity? The hypothesis is based on the idea that the political identity
of Imam Husayn (AS) is not an isolated phenomenon or merely a
reaction to contemporary circumstances, but rather the objective
manifestation and purposeful continuation of the Prophetic discourse
in the realms of legitimation and resistance against deviation. This
discourse stood in serious opposition to the Umayyads' hegemonic,
worldly, and force-based discourse.

The research methodology of this study is discourse analysis with a
socio-historical approach. The theoretical framework integrates the
concepts of discourse, political identity, and legitimacy within the
Islamic-Shiite intellectual tradition, as well as modern discourse
studies. The research data primarily rely on authoritative historical
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and narrative texts (including both Sunni and Shiite sources) that
report the sayings, letters, and stances of Imam Husayn (AS) from the
period following Muawiyah’s death until the Day of Ashura, as well as
the established Sunnah and Sira of the Prophet (PBUH). These data
have been subjected to discourse analysis within the historical-political
context of the era of Imamate.

The research findings indicate that Imam Husayn’s (AS) political
discourse was based on three main pillars, all rooted in the Prophetic
Sira:

1. Legitimacy based on Divine Text (Nass) and Appointment: By
citing the Hadith al-Thaqalayn ,Hadith al-Manzila ,and narrations
concerning the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), the Imam asserted the legitimacy of
himself and the Prophet’s family as the rightful successors of the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) and the religious and political authority of
the Ummah. This stood in contrast to the tribal, usurpatory, and
fraudulent legitimacy of the Umayyads.2. The Responsibility for
Reforming the Ummah and "Enjoining the Good and Forbidding the
Evil" (Amr bi al-Ma'ruf wa Nahy 'an al-Munkar): Imam Husayn (AS)
defined his uprising not as a rebellion for power, but as a reformist
movement within his grandfather's Ummah. Referring to the Prophet's
(PBUH) tradition of establishing justice and confronting oppression,
he viewed himself as the embodiment of enjoining the good and
forbidding the evil in a situation where the corruption of Yazid's
government threatened the very foundations of Islam. 3. Resistance
and Martyrdom as an Identity-Building and Revitalizing Strategy: In a
situation where successful armed resistance was not feasible due to a
lack of sufficient public support, the Imam—aware of the tradition of
struggle and patience of the prophets and saints—chose the strategy of
conscious martyrdom. In his discourse, this choice was not a defeat,
but the pinnacle of resistance against falsehood and a tool for exposing
the true face of the Umayyad government and awakening the public
conscience.

Consequently, this article demonstrates that the political identity of
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Imam Husayn (AS) must be understood in discursive continuity with
the Prophetic Sira. His discourse was resistance-oriented and identity-
conferring, redefining key concepts such as legitimacy, the
responsibility of leadership, the duty of reform, and the meaning of
resistance under difficult circumstances by utilizing the symbolic
capital of the Prophet (PBUH). This discourse stood in total opposition
to the prevailing discourse of hegemony, fear, and passivity. By
transforming a military defeat into a discursive and moral victory, it
created a paradigmatic model for resistance in Islamic history and
beyond. Therefore, Ashura is not merely a tragic historical incident,
but an arena for the emergence and confrontation of two entirely
conflicting discourses in Islamic history, in which the authentic
Prophetic discourse, led by Imam Husayn (AS), established and
immortalized itself as the legitimate and identity-forming discourse by
choosing martyrdom.

Keywords
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