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Extended Abstract
This study belongs to the interdisciplinary field of cultural studies and
communication, and aims to analyze religious discourse from a
semiological-mythological perspective based on the theoretical
propositions of structuralism, Ferdinand de Saussure’s semiology,
Roland Barthes’ mythology, and Michel Foucault’s concept of
discourse. Its central text is the Ziyarat “Warith” dedicated to Imam
Husayn (AS), regarded as a Shi‘i devotional text that addresses the
Imam as the heir of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). The study begins from key questions:
Can the Ziyarat “Warith” be read within a semantic structure through
semiological analysis and alongside other religious texts such as the
Qur’an? Do the phrases of the ziyarat carry implicit meanings and
mythic functions in presenting Imam Husayn’s (AS) inheritance of the
Prophet’s (PBUH) guidance? And can these expressions construct a
discourse that establishes the eternal struggle between truth and
falsehood? The importance of the research lies in the fact that it offers
an unprecedented approach; according to the researcher’s review, no
semiological-mythological study of Ziyarat “Warith” had previously
been conducted, while earlier works had focused on interpretation,
explanation, or the derivation of Qur’anic foundations.

The research adopted a descriptive-analytical method, using
purposive samples of phrases from the ziyarat that possess prominent
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rhetorical and metaphorical dimensions and are suitable for
semiological analysis. Three operational frameworks were employed:
first, Saussure’s  mechanism  of the  horizontal axis
(association/opposition) and vertical axis (substitution), whereby the
linguistic signifiers of the ziyarat were placed alongside signifiers from
the Qur’an and narrations in order to understand meaning through
differential and oppositional relations. Second, Roland Barthes’ model
of the progression of signification from the direct level (denotation) to
the implicit level (cultural-symbolic) and then to the mythic level,
which carries major cultural concepts and makes them appear natural
and self-evident. Third, Foucault’s concept of discourse, which views
discourse as a semantic system that organizes meanings through
binary divisions (good/evil, truth/falsehood, light/darkness) and
grants legitimacy to some meanings while marginalizing others. The
theoretical framework was based on three axes: the concept of material
and spiritual inheritance; the Qur’anic foundations of Ziyarat “Warith”
as presented by Mohsen Qara’ati and Jalmasi Kubani through
comparing the sections of the ziyarat with Qur’anic verses; and the
view of Imam Musa al-Sadr regarding the permanent struggle between
truth and falsehood and the removal of the event of Ashura from its
merely temporal framework.

The study revealed a set of interrelated findings:

Qur’anic foundations of inheritance and the mechanism of meaning
generation: Semiological analysis, by placing the phrases of the ziyarat
in a horizontal relation with Qur’anic verses, showed that the title
“Warith” is not to be understood in its literal material sense
(ownership of the objects, books, or material belongings of the
prophets), but rather as inheritance of concepts, stations, virtues, and
aims. The description of Imam Husayn (AS) as “the heir of Adam, the
chosen one of God” corresponded to the verse of divine vicegerency
(al-Baqgarah 2:30), the verse of teaching the names (al-Baqarah 2:31),
and the inheritance of the spirit breathed into man (Sad 38:72), while
the description of him as “the heir of Noah, the Prophet of God”
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corresponded to his being the “Ark of Salvation” as narrated from him,
thereby producing the meaning of inheriting the divine station of
deliverance from the flood of ignorance and misguidance. Similarly,
the inheritance from Abraham, the Friend of God, was matched with
the verse of seeking inner reassurance (al-Baqarah 2:260), the verse of
certainty (al-An‘am 6:75), and the phrase of the ziyarat “until certainty
came to you,” forming the meaning of inheriting the station of
tranquility and certainty. Likewise, the inheritance from Moses, the
interlocutor of God, corresponded to the verse describing his
departure fearfully and watchfully from the wrongdoers (al-Qasas
28:21), producing the meaning of inheriting the struggle against
injustice; and the inheritance from Jesus, the Spirit of God,
corresponded to the verse about his seeking aid from the disciples (al-
Saff 61:14), which parallels Husayn’s cry on the Day of Ashura: “Is
there anyone to help me?” thus forming the meaning of inheriting the
mission of guiding humanity through call and divine support.

Thus, inheritance became the continuation of the prophets’ path in
guiding people from darkness into light.

The mythic function of oppositional binaries: The ziyarat uses
mythic binaries (light/darkness, purity/impurity, truth/falsehood,
peace/curse) that grant Imam Husayn’s (AS) uprising an eternal and
timeless dimension beyond the year 61 AH. The phrase “the ignorance
of Jahiliyya did not soil you with its impurity” acquires its meaning
through its contrast with “a light in the lofty loins,” whereby impurity
shifts from a material sense to an abstract concept opposed to guiding
light associated with pure, elevated lineages, creating a myth of eternal
purity connected to the chain of prophets. Similarly, the word “light”
moves from its explicit meaning (illumination) to an implicit meaning
of guidance and direction, thereby performing a mythic function in
expressing the summit of spiritual felicity. The phrase “the avenger of
God” is read implicitly as the offering of the heart’s very essence and
the last drop of blood in the path of God. This is also evoked by other
expressions such as in Ziyarat al-Arba‘in: “and he gave his innermost
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soul for You,” thereby becoming a signifier of the sublimity of the
person, such that none can avenge him except God.

Creation of a religious and exclusionary discourse: The discourse
analysis showed that the phrases of cursing directed at “the
community that killed you,” “the community that wronged you,” and
“the community that heard of this and approved of it” do not refer to
specific groups in a temporal or geographical sense. Rather, they
remove the word “community” from its historical denotation and give
it a broad, non-temporal meaning: any group that stands in the camp
of evil, oppression, and approval of injustice. In the differential
relation, those who walk the path of Husayn (AS) belong to the camp
of good and truth. This binary division (followers of truth / followers of
falsehood) creates a discourse that organizes meaningful religious
speech about devotion and disavowal, granting legitimacy to the
meanings of goodness and purity while marginalizing the meanings of
evil and impurity. This discourse is further supported by the enduring
formulas of disavowal found in the narrated ziyarat texts (“until the
Day of Resurrection,” “forever so long as I live and so long as night and
day remain”), which extend the struggle from pre-eternity to forever
and present Imam Husayn (AS) as the continuation of the religion of
the Prophet (PBUH).

The research concluded that Ziyarat “Warith” is a cultural text
eminently amenable to semiological analysis. By placing its linguistic
signs alongside the Qur'an and narrations along the axes of
syntagmatic combination and paradigmatic substitution, a semantic
structure emerges showing that Imam Husayn (AS) is the heir of the
Prophet’s (PBUH) guidance—not in the sense of material ownership,
but through inheriting the stations, aims, virtues, and knowledge of
the prophets. Using mythic binaries, the ziyarat produces a religious
discourse that divides meanings and practices into good and evil,
purity and impurity, light and darkness; it excludes falsehood and
confers legitimacy on truth. This discourse gives the event of Ashura
an eternal and timeless character, making it present in the collective
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unconscious of followers across the ages, and establishes Imam
Husayn (AS) as the continuation of the Prophet’s religion and the heir
to the prophetic path in the enduring struggle between truth and
falsehood. In this way, on its mythic level, the ziyarat functions as a
mechanism for producing religiosity and shaping sectarian identity
through discursive structures that ensure its continuity.
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