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Extended Abstract

Orientalist studies are among the most prominent intellectual
phenomena that have shaped the Western view of Islam and its sacred
texts. These studies have taken multiple forms, ranging from purely
academic research to approaches with political, missionary, or colonial
dimensions. Among the most controversial issues raised in orientalist
writings is the claim that the Qur’an has been altered, along with
doubts cast on the integrity and historical authenticity of the Qur’anic
text. A number of Orientalists, such as Theodor Noldeke, Ignaz
Goldziher, and Régis Blachere, attempted to advance hypotheses
claiming that the Qur’anic text had undergone changes, additions, or
omissions, or that it was influenced by Jewish and Christian texts,
relying on Western critical methods or on weak and selective reports
from the Islamic tradition.

The importance of this study lies in the fact that it sheds light on the
intellectual and ideological dimension of distortion-oriented currents in
orientalist scholarship, and reveals their impact on the distortion of Islam’s
image, the weakening of Islamic identity, and the spread of negative
stereotypes about Muslims in Western thought. The study also seeks to
highlight the scholarly efforts made by Muslim scholars in responding to
these claims and proving the Qur’an’s freedom from any alteration or
corruption, on the basis of transmitted, rational, and historical evidence.

The research problem lies in asking about the nature of the claims made
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by Orientalists regarding the distortion of the Qur’an, the intellectual and
political objectives behind them, and the extent of their influence on the
Western understanding of Islam and on the awareness of contemporary
Muslim generations. Accordingly, the study aims to critically analyze these
claims, clarify their intellectual foundations, evaluate their scholarly methods,
and expose their weaknesses and contradictions.

The study relied on a critical comparative analytical method, tracing the
most prominent orientalist claims related to the distortion of the Qur’an,
analyzing their intellectual and historical content, and comparing them with
authentic Islamic sources and the views of Muslim scholars from different
Islamic schools. The research also analyzed orientalist texts dealing with the
history of the Qur’an, its compilation, and its readings, with special focus on
the writings of Noldeke, Goldziher, Blachére, and other Orientalists who
raised doubts about the Qur’anic text.

The study also drew on a review of a number of classical and
contemporary Islamic sources in Qur’anic studies, exegesis, and the history of
the codification of the Qur’an, such as Al-Mizan by Allama Tabataba’i,
Manahel al-‘Irfan by al-Zarqani, and The Preservation of the Qur’an from
Distortion by Shaykh Muhammad Hadi Ma‘rifat, in addition to modern
studies dealing with the critique of orientalism and the analysis of its
intellectual and political backgrounds.

The study was divided into main sections dealing with the concept of
distortion and orientalism, the history of the emergence of distortion claims,
the intellectual and political motives of the Orientalists, and then an
exposition of the most prominent doubts raised about the Qur’an, together
with an analysis of the scholarly responses offered by Muslim scholars. The
study also paid special attention to the historical and cultural contexts in
which these claims emerged, in order to understand their relationship to
Western colonial and cultural projects.

The study showed that many of the Orientalists’ claims about the
distortion of the Qur’an are not based on rigorous scientific evidence, but are
largely grounded in speculative assumptions, weakly transmitted reports, or
selective readings of Islamic texts outside their historical and scholarly
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contexts. It also became clear that a number of Orientalists approached the
Qur’an through a methodology influenced by the Western background in
biblical criticism, projecting the historical experience of the corruption of the
Torah and the Gospel onto the Qur’anic text, while ignoring the Qur’an’s
unique characteristics in terms of preservation and oral and written
transmission.

The study revealed that skepticism regarding the compilation of the
Qur’an and the standardization of the mushaf during the time of Caliph
‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan (may God be pleased with him) formed a major axis in
orientalist discourse, as some Orientalists claimed that the compilation
process involved the omission of texts or the exclusion of certain readings.
However, the study demonstrated that these claims contradict the widely
transmitted historical reports, which confirm that the compilation of the
Qur’an aimed to preserve the unity of the text and prevent disagreement, not
to alter or distort it.

The findings also showed that the Orientalists exaggerated the issue of
variant Qur’anic readings as evidence for textual instability, whereas Muslim
scholars regarded these readings as part of the linguistic facilitation approved
by the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him and his family, and
maintained that they do not affect the original Qur’anic text or its
fundamental meanings.

The study further demonstrated that some of the propositions...

Your text cuts off there. If you send the remaining part, I can continue the
translation seamlessly.

The orientalist claims were associated with cultural and political
objectives that went beyond the academic framework. These claims were
sometimes used to justify Western cultural domination, distort the image of
Islam, and reinforce colonial attitudes that portrayed the Islamic East as a
backward space in need of Western guardianship. They also contributed to
the entrenchment of negative stereotypes about Islam and Muslims within
Western societies, which in turn affected the nature of cultural and
civilizational relations between East and West.

In contrast, the study confirmed that Muslim scholars, both Sunni and

http://ipt.isca.ac.ir
Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy

A}

Pt

AR & WA RS I QRV SN


http://ipt.isca.ac.ir/

Yae

o]

5

ST (9 S e piiamall el Y (G5 Jalon iyl ol ol 3 Sl iy

Shi‘i, have provided strong scholarly and methodological responses to these
claims, relying on the historical mass transmission of the Holy Qur’an, the
presence of memorisers and scribes of revelation during the time of the
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him and his family, as well
as ancient Qur’anic manuscripts that demonstrate the stability of the Qur’anic
text since the earliest centuries of Islam. The study also showed that the
Qur’an is distinguished by a unique preservation system unmatched by other
sacred books, which makes the claim of textual corruption scientifically and
historically indefensible.

The study concluded that distortion-oriented trends in orientalist
scholarship represent part of an intellectual and cultural project that sought to
reinterpret Islam and its sacred texts through Western methods and
perspectives that were often biased. It demonstrated that most claims
concerning corruption of the Qur’an lack scientific and methodological
foundations, and are based on undocumented assumptions or selective
readings of Islamic tradition. The findings also confirmed that the Qur’an has
been preserved through a precise system of oral and written transmission, and
that the text available today is the same as that revealed to the Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him and his family, without
addition or omission.

The study recommends strengthening specialized critical research on
Orientalism, intensifying academic efforts to correct misconceptions about
Islam in Western circles, and developing educational curricula that enhance
younger generations’ awareness of the importance of understanding the
Qur’an and its sciences in a rigorous scholarly manner. It also emphasizes the
importance of cultural dialogue based on mutual respect and scholarly
objectivity, free from stereotypes and preconceived judgments that have
deepened the gap between East and West.

Keywords
Orientalists, corruption/distortion, Islam, Qur’an, Sunnah, legitimacy,
Western understanding.
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