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Extended Abstract
The primary objective of this research is to clarify the nature of Imam
Husayn’s (A.S.) blessed inheritance from his grandfather, the Noble
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), an inheritance in which all the
distinctive characteristics of the Muhammadan message were
manifested. This inheritance encompasses the unique dimensions,
principles, and contents of the Prophetic mission, including its values,
beliefs, and ethical foundations. From this principal objective emerge a
number of subsidiary goals.
The study proceeds from the following fundamental question:
o Are there textual and rational proofs indicating that Imam
Husayn (A.S.) inherited the station of divine Imamate through
his grandfather, the Chosen Prophet (PBUH)?
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o Furthermore, does the meaning and significance of the term
“heir” (warith), as used in the Holy Qur’an, support this
conclusion?

To address this question, the study adopts the Content Analysis
Approach, which consists of a set of methodological procedures aimed
at uncovering latent meanings within a text and identifying the
interrelationships among those meanings through a systematic and
objective examination of its observable characteristics. This method is
employed to investigate the meaning and implications of Imam
Husayn’s inheritance from the Noble Prophet (PBUH) through an
analysis of the content and themes of selected Qur’anic verses.

Findings

The research concludes that Imam Husayn (A.S.) inherited three
fundamental prophetic characteristics shared by the prophets and
their designated successors:

1. The station of divine Imamate.

2. The scriptures, covenants, and trusts of the prophets.

3. The distinctive characteristic related to the prophetic mission
within society, through which a prophet, successor, or divinely
chosen individual is distinguished in the historical course of
the divine message.

In addition, God granted Imam Husayn (A.S.) a unique distinction
that was not bestowed upon any prophet, messenger, or successor.
God granted him a special rank in martyrdom, encompassing all of its
dimensions and meanings.

Thus, Imam Husayn (A.S.) attained:

¢ Luminous martyrdom (al-shahadah al-nuriyyah), as his spirit
existed in the world of lights glorifying and praising God.

¢ Celestial martyrdom (al-shahadah al-malakutiyyah), involving
witnessing the records of human deeds, just as his grandfather,
the Messenger of God (PBUH), did.
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¢ Conventional martyrdom (al-shahadah al-istilahiyyah), through
his sacrifice at Karbala.
Accordingly, he is regarded as the Master of the Martyrs in the
fullest sense of the term.

Research Results
The study reached the following conclusions:

e The term “heir” (warith)—as examined through various Arabic
lexicons—contains meanings of continuity and permanence. It
refers to a person who receives an inheritance or preserves
particular traditions and beliefs, thereby serving as a symbol
of continuity between generations. The bearer of inheritance
represents an ongoing connection between the past and the
present and assumes responsibility for preserving cultural and
familial legacies, values, and principles.

e One of the essential conditions of inheritance is the heir’s
eligibility to receive what is inherited, whether in matters of
creation or legislation. Whenever lineage or a legally recognized
cause is established, legitimate inheritance between father and
son is likewise established, both legally and, by analogy, in
matters of divine designation.

e The Qur’anic usage of the terms “inherit” (waritha), “heir”
(warith), and their derivatives reflects a broad and comprehensive
meaning encompassing civilizational dimensions and far-
reaching implications in both this world and the Hereafter.
These usages extend well beyond the narrow understanding of
inheritance as merely material possessions, wealth, or
property left behind after death.

e Scholars and researchers have endeavored to explain the
meanings and implications of “inheritance” and “heir” in
accordance with the objectives of the Qur’anic verses. Their

interpretations have included inheritance of the earth,
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knowledge, virtue, Imamate, the divine scripture, Paradise,
and al-Firdaws.

e According to the study, the phrase “those whom We have
chosen” in Quran 35:32 and the expression “those who
inherited the Book” refer to the descendants of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) and the progeny of Fatimah (A.S.). The
divinely chosen individual must possess qualities that qualify
him to guide humanity to the straight path. Such a person is
not free to choose whether or not to assume this role; rather,
by divine appointment (ja7), he becomes the objective link
between humanity and God. He embodies the connection
between the Supreme Ideal and humankind. In this sense, the vy.
prophets are God’s heirs in practice, entrusted successively Lf\?ﬂ‘% “ S}“
with the divine mission as long as human life continues.

e The role of Imamate merges with and extends the role of
Prophethood beyond the Prophet’s lifetime. The divine message
requires continuity and completion after the Prophet’s mission.

Yoo ) sl @ udxod!

Therefore, Imamate constitutes the practical and genuine
continuation of the succession of the Messenger Muhammad
(PBUH). Just as the Prophet is God’s representative on earth,
the Imam likewise inherits this role in order to preserve the
path of divine succession and fulfill its objectives. Consequently,
all arguments establishing the necessity of Prophethood may
also be used to establish the necessity of Imamate.
Prophethood without Imamate would represent an incomplete
reality, which contradicts the essence of Islam as a message
destined to continue until the Day of Resurrection. Prophethood
is the beginning of a life, while Imamate is the continuation of
that life.

¢ The Noble Prophet (PBUH) explicitly designated his heir after
him, namely Amir al-Mu'minin Ali ibn Abi Talib (A.S.),
according to authenticated narrations. This declaration was
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made by divine command. Thus, Ali (A.S.) and the Imams
from his progeny became the heirs of the Prophet (PBUH) and
of all the prophets before him.

e For more than fourteen centuries, the Husayni phenomenon
has continued to inherit the prophetic and historical
characteristics brought by the Noble Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), the prophets, and their successors. It has preserved
the movement of divine messages and safeguarded their
intellectual, spiritual, historical, and future-oriented dimensions,
serving as a source of guidance and renewal across generations.
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