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Abstract

Semiotics, as a fundamental knowledge in the analysis of language and meaning, entered a
modern stage since the late nineteenth century with the views of Ferdinand de Saussure. In
Saussure's intellectual system, meaning emerges not through direct reference to external reality, but
rather through internal relations and structural oppositions among linguistic signs. This approach,
despite its extensive impact in fields such as linguistics, literary criticism, and discourse analysis, has
faced serious critiques from philosophical currents, particularly in the epistemological and
ontological dimensions. The present research, by utilizing the comparative-critical analysis method,
has been organized in four stages (the description of Saussure's theory, the elucidation of the
foundations of Transcendent Theosophy (Hikmat Muta ‘aliyah), comparative comparison, and final
evaluation). Within this framework, the perspectives of Saussure and Hamid Parsania—as the
representative of the contemporary reading of Transcendent Theosophy—were reconstructed and
subsequently compared based on philosophical and epistemological foundations. The results of the
research demonstrated that the two approaches possess fundamental differences in three basic
domains: epistemology (the self-sufficiency of meaning versus its connection with the truth of
existence (Wujud)), ontology (the closed and conventional system of language versus language as
the manifestation (7ajalli) of the truth of existence), and the role of the human being (the passivity of
the subject versus the autonomous and conscious agency). Furthermore, one can reconcile between
the "objectivity of language™ and the "active role of the human subject"”; a point that has not been
raised with such clarity neither in post-structuralist critiques nor in previous comparative studies.
Based on this, the present article presents an alternative model based on Transcendent Theosophy in
which language is conceived as the manifestation of truth and an authentic medium between the
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human being and the world (‘4lam); a model that can be effective both in enriching the theories of
the philosophy of language and semantics, and be inspiring in the rethinking of the Islamic
humanities and cultural policy-makings.
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