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Abstract

The purpose of the present research is the analysis of the strategies of the perceptual operations
of the BBC Persian Instagram page against the Islamic Republic of Iran during the Corona crisis.
Considering the vastness of the Iranian audience of the Instagram page of this network,
understanding the manner of this media's exploitation of crises for the management of public opinion
and the stimulation of the emotions of Iranian audiences is of importance. In this study, by utilizing
the thematic analysis method, all the Instagram posts of BBC Persian in the initial eight-month time
span of the outbreak of Corona in Iran were examined. The findings demonstrate that BBC Persian
has advanced its cognitive operations based on two main strategies of "destroying the image of
religion (Din)" and "weakening religious beliefs". The first strategy has utilized tactics such as
"Qom-phobia" and "destroying the image of religious individuals™. This matter has been carried out
with the aim of tarnishing the sanctity of Qom as a religious center and negating the validity of
religious measures in controlling the Corona crisis. The second strategy as well, by creating
dichotomies such as "health and religious rituals”, "health and pilgrimage (Ziyarah)", "health and the
mourning ceremonies of Muharram", and "the opposition of science and religion", has been seeking
the creation of confusion and challenge in the religious beliefs of the people of Iran. In sum, this
research emphasizes that in the Corona pandemic, hostile media, by employing complex, powerful,
and imperceptible strategies, have targeted the beliefs of Iranian audiences for the purpose of
changing their attitude and behavior towards religion, religious institutions, and the ruling system.
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