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Abstract

The phenomenon of the migration of Iranian women, especially married women, in recent
decades has found ever-increasing importance as a part of the trend of the "feminization of
migration". Married women are situated in a tensionary position between traditional family roles and
the inclination towards self-realization, and their experience of migration is accompanied by identity,
social, and cultural conflicts; especially in the city of Isfahan, which is a society in transition
between tradition and modernity. The present research, with the aim of understanding the manner of
the manifestation of migration for Isfahani married women, has dealt with the analysis of their lived
experience in the stage of migration decision-making. This study, with a phenomenological
approach and by employing thematic analysis, examines the experience of married Iranian women
who have had the intention of migration or have been placed on the verge of migration. The
theoretical framework of the research is established upon the threefold registers of Jacques Lacan
(the Imaginary, the Symbolic, the Real) so that the interaction among individual desires, social
pressures, and cultural limitations in the process of migration decision-making is analyzed. The data
of the research were collected through semi-structured interviews and in the context of the official
notary offices of Isfahan; a place where family decisions and legal commitments related to migration
are observable. The findings demonstrate that the migration experience of women is formed at three
levels: 1) in the Imaginary register, migration is conceived as a way for liberation from lived failures
and the attainment of the desired life; 2) in the Symbolic register, the pressure of gender roles, the
inequality of opportunities, occupational limitations, and family expectations limit the decision of
women; 3) in the Real register, lacks and unsatisfied desires manifest in the form of a fantasy of
hope for a better life outside of the country.
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