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Abstract

In the religion of Islam, human beings are the existential modes and the extension of one
another, and ontologically, their perfection is embedded within their communicational network and
collective interaction. From this perspective, the Islamic society possesses a network-like and
organic nature whose dense bonds and multilayered collective relations provide a context for the
realization of values. In order to institutionalize values and transform them into behavior, the
religion of Islam has converted these collective bonds and relations into a social structure. The
present research, with a qualitative approach and based on the implicational analysis method, seeks
to elucidate the role of social structuration in the process of institutionalizing transcendent values
from the perspective of the religion of Islam. To this end, the implications of religious sources and
the works of Islamic thinkers in this field have been extracted and organized in the form of a
conceptual model. Now, the fundamental question is how does social structuration organize the
process of institutionalizing values in a religious society? The findings of the research demonstrate
that, firstly, the realization of a Wilayah-based society and collective growth require a continuous
social system wherein divine and human values are transformed from the level of belief and norm to
the level of action and everyday life through three social structures: "institutional, relational, and
embodied.” Secondly, contrary to secular social theory which is based on domination and the
market, the central signifier of this value system is the transcendent concept of "Wilayah"
(quardianship/authority), which gives meaning and direction to all relations, collective actions, and
social and governance approaches. Thirdly, this process, by means of the "development of Fisrah-
based inclinations and proportions and relations” from the individual to the society and from the
smaller society to the larger society, constantly sets virtues and norms into motion within the
communicational network among the members of society, and subsequently consolidates and
guarantees their execution by means of the "system of rights and duties.” It must be noted that this
mechanism is a fundamental and efficient model not only in the institutionalization of religious
values, but also in the stabilization of national values, civil laws, and civic culture. The theoretical
innovation of this research is the formulation of Islamic values based on the threefold social
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structures (inspired by contemporary theoretical frameworks) and the presentation of a new
conceptual model for Islamic society-building, which, along with a theoretical transformation in
Islamic social knowledge, opens a new horizon towards applied researches in religious social
engineering and the mechanisms of public education.
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