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Abstract

Concepts in the symbolic system of language are utilized closely to one another, obtaining their
tangible meaning from the totality of the system. Discovering the relative meanings of words
necessitates knowing the conceptual system that the linguistic system seeks to express. Social
deviance has been among the focal concepts which, in different paradigms, evokes relatively
different meanings and formulations. This research, with a combination of the methodology of the
thematic exegesis (Tafsir) of Allamah and the semantic approach of Izutsu, and with an analytical
method, has endeavored to answer the question of how the concept of social deviance is formulated
in the Islamic paradigm? To realize this crucial matter, the concept of social deviance has been taken
into consideration as the focal concept, and its dimensions have been analyzed with reference to
related key concepts. First, based on the concepts of the good/pure (Tayyibah) and the bad/impure
(Khabithah), the ideal types of healthy and defective societies have been analyzed, and the
epistemological foundations of social pathology and the research inadequacies in this field have been
revealed. Following conceptualology, the central concepts of truth/right (Haqq), justice, and
solidarity have been examined as the theoretical foundations and normative principles for
recognizing social deviances in the Islamic paradigm. Then, for the purpose of ranking social
deviances, the criteria and indices of their weighting have been extracted and inferred from religious
sources, by referring to which the institutional arrangements of social deviances in the fivefold levels
of ideological, identity-related, political, cultural, and economic deviances have been analyzed. All
of these intertwined discussions reflect the manner of the formulation of the concept of social
deviance in the Islamic paradigm.
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