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Abstract

Religious rituals and ceremonies in religious societies play a key role in
strengthening collective identity, social cohesion, and the reproduction of
social capital. The massive Arbaeen Walk, as one of the most widespread
religious gatherings in the world, provides an unparalleled opportunity for
a sociological study of the effects and consequences of religious occasions
on social stability and solidarity among Iranian pilgrims. The present study
was conducted with the aim of sociologically investigating the Arbaeen
Walk and its impact on social cohesion. The research method was a survey,
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and the data collection tool was a researcher-made questionnaire. The
statistical population consisted of Iranian pilgrims participating in the
Arbaeen Walk, and 400 individuals were selected using a sampling method.
Face and content validity were used to evaluate the validity of the
questionnaire, and Cronbach's alpha coefficient was used to measure
reliability. The research findings showed that participation in the Arbaeen
Walk strengthens social solidarity, promotes mutual trust, increases social
capital, and consolidates the religious identity of the pilgrims. These results
indicate that religious occasions not only leave spiritual effects on the
individual dimension, but also act as an important social factor in
promoting stability and social cohesion in Iranian society.

Keywords
Religious Occasions, Social Cohesion, Social Stability, Collective Identity,
Arbaeen Walk.
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