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Abstract

Clarifying the relationship between Islamic jurisprudence (figh) and
illegitimate political power has long generated numerous theoretical and
practical challenges within Shi‘i political thought. The principal issue
addressed in this study is the examination of the principles and criteria
governing interaction with unjust rulers (hukkam al-jawr) and the
extraction of a coherent model for regulating political conduct in the face
of illegitimate authority. The necessity of this inquiry stems from the fact
that Imamiya political jurisprudence, while rejecting the fundamental
legitimacy of unjust rulers, has nevertheless developed—on the basis of
public interests and social necessities—a multilayered framework that
allows for either engagement with or abstention from cooperation with
such governments. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology and
drawing upon authoritative juridical sources as well as the practical
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conduct (Sira) of the Infallible Imams (A.S.), this research seeks to answer
the following question: What are the limits and conditions governing
interaction with unjust governments according to primary and secondary
juridical rulings? The findings indicate that the model of interaction in
Imami jurisprudence rests upon two fundamental pillars: First, normative
(obligatory) foundations, manifested in the prohibition of strengthening
unjust rulers and cooperating in unlawful activities. Second, expediency-
oriented principles, which, under secondary legal considerations such as
preserving public order, assisting the oppressed, enjoining good, and
safeguarding the higher interests of the Muslim community, permit—and
in some circumstances even require—cooperation in lawful and beneficial
matters. The study concludes that Shi‘i political jurisprudence, by
distinguishing between the legitimacy of a ruler and the practical necessity
of administering social affairs, presents a realistic and pragmatic model.
Within this framework, interaction with an unjust ruler does not signify
acceptance of illegitimate domination; rather, it functions as a means of
achieving the higher objectives of religion and safeguarding the welfare
and integrity of the Muslim community, as reflected in both the
theoretical and practical conducts of Shii jurists.
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