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Abstract

Words function as windows opening onto the broad expanse of meaning;
each word creates an image, and each image opens a new path toward a
fresh experience. By employing its own language, the Holy Qur’an does not
merely seek to convey abstract concepts, but also calls the audience toward
guidance or misguidance through lived and concrete experience. Drawing on
Johnson’s theory of image schemas, this article analyzes the function of the
word sabil in Qur’anic verses and seeks to explain the semantic and cognitive
representations of this word within the structure of Qur’anic discourse. The
analysis of selected verses shows that sabil is systematically associated with
three fundamental schemas: motion, force, and container. In the motion
schema, the word denotes the dynamic movement of human beings toward
either an elevated, guidance-giving destination or a corrupting and misleading
path. In the force schema, sabil portrays a field of confrontation between
the forces of guidance and misguidance, and the opposition between these
two currents is reflected in its semantic structure. In the container schema,
sabil is also depicted as an open space. Taken together, this study opens new
horizons for understanding the aesthetic dimensions and cognitive functions
of Qur’anic vocabulary and underscores the potential of image-schema theory
in analyzing religious texts.
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