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Abstract

Studying the history of jurisprudence (figh) as a dynamic and constantly
evolving discipline is unavoidable, as no understanding remains immune
to the transformative effects of time and historical developments.
Therefore, a comprehensive and profound understanding of figh is
incomplete without considering its developmental trajectory, fundamental
transformations, and historical challenges. Among the different periods in
the history of Islamic jurisprudence, the era between Shaykh Tusi and Ibn
Idris Hilli holds particular significance and has attracted considerable
attention from historians and jurists. Many scholars have characterized
this period as one of stagnation and scientific decline, and some have even
described the scholars of this era as mere imitators of their predecessors.
The present study, adopting a library-based approach and employing a
descriptive-critical method, critically examines this claim that jurisprudence
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experienced intellectual stagnation during this period and that jurists
lacked the capacity for independent reasoning and innovation. Furthermore,
this study investigates the consequences of this assumption, the possible
factors contributing to the alleged stagnation, and the manifestations and
instances of imitation during that era. The primary aim of this research is
to present a rational interpretation consistent with historical evidence and
indications, in order to achieve a more comprehensive and accurate
understanding of the state of jurisprudence in that historical period.

Keywords
Imitation Period; Periodization of Figh; Era of Stagnation; Imitation of
Shaykh Tusi.
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