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The Complete Revival of [/Abagat al-Anwir after One Hundred and Fifty Years of Anticipation

Abstract: During an era marked by sectarian debate and intellectual confrontation, the theological-juridical school
of Lucknow, through its numerous scholars and vast scholarly heritage, played a significant role in promoting
Imami culture throughout the Indian subcontinent and beyond, across the wider Islamic world. Among its most
remarkable achievements is ‘Abagat al-Anwar fi Imamat al-A’imma al-Athar by the celebrated scholar Mir Hamid
Husayn, a work regarded as the “greatest proof of the Imami school.” This monumental treatise constituted a
turning point in the study of the doctrine of Imamate and, owing to its rigorous methodology, has remained an
enduring and influential contribution to the development of Imami thought. Despite numerous efforts over the
course of more than a century, the work was never fully edited and published in a critical scholarly edition. Its
distinctive literary style, immense size, thematic diversity, and the rarity of its manuscripts and sources posed
substantial obstacles to its revival. Consequently, scholars repeatedly lamented that no printed edition worthy of
the grandeur of “Ubagat al-Anwar was available. With divine assistance, the Secretariat of the International Congress
Commemorating Mir Hamid Husayn undertook the task of producing a comprehensive and scholarly edition of
the work. After overcoming numerous challenges, and by assembling an extensive archive of manuscript images,
the project was completed according to a unified editorial methodology through the efforts of a new generation of
researchers working under the supervision of specialists in the field. The result fulfilled a long-standing aspiration
of scholars and students of Imami studies. Today, all portions of this monumental work that were suitable for
critical editing and scholarly verification have been published in thirty-seven volumes, earning widespread
appreciation from experts and specialists.

Keywords: Abaqat al-Anwar, Mir Hamid Husayn, Imami culture, textual criticism, critical editing.
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