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Linguistic and Literary Notes (7): on the terms bazabkand and bazafkan
Ariya Tabibzadeh

Abstract: This paper deals with two Persian terms occurring in early Arabic and Persian texts, namely: bazabkand
and bazafkan. The former is attested as a Persian borrowing in some medieval Arabic texts, and it obviously refers
to a kind of tunic or overgarment -though the exact kind of clothing it denotes has remained ambiguous hitherto.
The latter is attested in Haqani’s poems denoting a part of an overgarment (according to some pre-modern lexical
works it denotes a patch sewed on onto the collar of a tunic/overgarment probably making it wide). Through the
paper, I provide the attestations of bazabkand in Arabic texts, and according to a marginal commentary in an early
manuscript of the Diwan of Aba Nuwas, as well as the word’s attestations in the works by al-Gahiz, I argue
bazabkand is a wide-collar tunic (or more precisely, a tunic onto which a bazafkan ‘wide-collar’ is sewed on)
commonly wore by soldiers and some courtiers. Moreover, I suggest both bazabkand and bazafkan are cognates
both derived from the verb baz-afkandan ‘to sew on a patch’ (or alternatively, ‘to make [a part of a garment] wide’).

Keywords: bazabkand, bazafkan, Aba Nuwas, Farisiyyat, Perso-Arabic macaronics, al-Gahiz, Haqant.
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