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The Transformative Power of Translation: Hafiz of Shiraz in the Late Ottoman Era and the Habsburg Western
Balkans

From Western Europe to the Western Balkans: Hafiz through the Medium of Translation

Munir Drki¢ / Ahmed Zildzi¢

Translated by Ruzchehr Mosaheb

Abstract: This article explores the role of translation in shaping the reception, representation, and transformation
of the poetry of Hafiz in the Western Balkans during the late Ottoman and Habsburg periods. Through an analysis

1. The Transformative Power of Translation: Hafiz Shirazi in the Late Ottoman and Habsburg Western Balkans
From Western Europe to the Western Balkans: Hafiz through Translation
:;.AJS)“ s Jf >y
505 Sus (Sl o coaS odd sl S\t (558 53 o s Nt (S o 138 )
ﬁ,.;; Ak (A - Sasl 315 Q) DNSpd s - Transottomanica 65 sazs (S
X0 VR unipress / Brill <\ \ass\
Philip Bockholt / Hiilya Celik / Ludwig Paul / Ani Sargsyan (eds.): Elsine-i Selase. A Cultural Analysis of
Transmission and Translation in the Ottoman Empire. (Transottomanica. Osteuropiisch-osmanisch-
persische Mobilititsdynamiken, vol. 9). Géttingen: V&R unipress / Brill, 2025.
2. Munir Drki¢
3. Ahmed Zildzi¢
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of translations, paratexts, and related interpretations, the study demonstrates that the reception of Hafiz's poetry
from earlier centuries through the nineteenth century was mediated by two major traditions. The first was the
Ottoman tradition, which approached Hafiz primarily within the framework of mystical and Sufi literature. The
second was the tradition of European translations, which emphasized the poet’s romantic and hedonistic
dimensions and thereby generated an entirely new mode of reading. This transformation emerged under the
influence of German Romanticism and was largely transmitted through intermediary translations. Drawing upon
the translation theories of Lawrence Venuti and Piotr Blumczyniski, the article approaches translation not merely
as the transfer of meaning but as an act of cultural recreation that functions differently within distinct historical
and social contexts. Through this perspective, the study highlights the dynamic role of translation in reshaping
literary reception and cultural memory across linguistic and civilizational boundaries.

Keywords: Hafiz of Shiraz, translation, Western Balkans, Ottoman Empire, Habsburg Empire, cultural recreation,
paratext, Ottoman tradition, German Romanticism, Persian literature, translation studies.
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Nakuco se ¢asa, napevo pesama,
Napio se raja sa mednih usana,
Gde je naso slasti tu joj nije prasto,
Sad gori I' mu duga, barem znade zato'.
He raised many a glass and sang many a tune,
He drank heaven from honeydew lips.
Where he found pleasure, he never passed it by.
Now his soul is ablaze; at least he knows why. 2
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