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Abstract

The ring, as an ornament in various societies and as an object
possessing spiritual value in Islamic society, has occupied a special
place in human life. The Infallible Imams, including Imam Reza (peace
be upon him), paid particular attention to it and emphasized its virtues
and use. This emphasis indicates that, in the Imam's perspective, the
ring represented a symbol of the religious and spiritual identity of
Muslims. In Islam and in the conduct of Imam Reza, the use of this
adornment became a legitimate practice that extended beyond merely
individual or devotional aspects. Rather, it reflected identity, beliefs,
and convictions, and served as a manifestation of the political, social,

* Motahhari, H. R.; Sharifi, L. (2026). The Status of the Ring and the Significance of Its Inscription in
the Conduct of Imam Reza (peace be upon him). Al-Tarikh va Al-Hadarah al-Islamiyah; Ruyat al-
Mu'asirah, 6(2), pp. 1-28.
https://doi.org/10.22081/ihc.2025.72535.1091

=] Article Type: Research; Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy

[®] Received: 2025/08/03eRevised: 2025/09/05 e Accepted: 2025/12/18 eOnline publication: 2025/06/10

© 2026
authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights

http://ihc.isca.ac.ir


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5249-6568
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-1350-7769

and cultural conditions of the Imam's time. Imam Reza employed it as
a means of promoting and strengthening Islam and of conveying
numerous religious concepts. Accordingly, this study seeks to explain
and analyze the meaningful relationship between the inscriptions
chosen for the Imam's rings, his personality, and the historical, social,
political, and cultural circumstances of his era.

The present study seeks to answer the question of what position
and functions the ring held in the conduct of Imam Reza (peace be
upon him), and what relationship existed between the inscriptions on
the gemstones of his rings and his personality as well as the
circumstances of his age.

The principal hypothesis of the study is that Imam Reza (peace be
upon him) utilized rings and their inscriptions as practical and
effective tools for explaining religious beliefs and doctrinal teachings,
educating and guiding society, and expressing his positions regarding
the prevailing conditions of his time.

The aim of this study is to explain the instructions,
recommendations, and practices of the Imam regarding the use of this
object, to clarify his sayings and recommendations concerning the
virtues, properties, and effects of rings, and to examine the
relationship between the inscriptions on his rings and the political,
social, and cultural conditions of his time.

The significance and necessity of this subject lie in the fact that, in
Islamic society, all aspects of human conduct—including clothing and
even details such as wearing a ring—should conform to religious
teachings in order to distinguish Muslims from non-Muslims. Yet it is
often observed that many contemporary styles of dress and adornment
are not derived from Islamic culture and may even carry anti-Islamic
symbolism. Consequently, examining the ring as an ornament
emphasized and recommended by Islam and the Imams can endow it
with religious and spiritual significance and encourage its use in light
of the virtues and benefits attributed to it, while also serving as a
marker distinguishing Islamic culture from non-Islamic traditions.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology based on the
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analysis of historical reports. The data are drawn from hadith,
theological, and historical sources, and these reports have been
extracted and analyzed within a coherent framework.

The findings indicate that rings fulfilled devotional, educational,
cultural, social, and political functions in the conduct of Imam Reza
(peace be upon him). Through emphasizing the use of rings, selecting
specific gemstones, and engraving purposeful inscriptions upon them,
Reza employed this object as a means of promoting monotheism,
wilayah, hope, trust in God, and expressing his positions in relation to
the political authority of his time. In this sense, the inscriptions on the
Imam's rings may be regarded as concise expressions of his religious
thought and political orientation, conveying profound doctrinal and
social messages through the medium of an ornamental object.

The selection of inscriptions containing themes such as
monotheism, trust in God, servitude to God, hope, and divine
authority, and their emphasis as doctrinal slogans, reflected the
Imam's worldview and even his social and political positions. From
this perspective, the gemstone inscription may be regarded as a small
yet meaningful medium for the transmission of religious messages.

Recommendations regarding the material of the ring, the type of
gemstone, and its inscription—including turquoise, agate, and ruby—
because of their spiritual virtues and the effects attributed to them in
the traditions, such as the removal of sorrow and poverty, the
provision of security and blessing, the acceptance of supplications, and
protection from harm, constitute important aspects of the conduct of
Imam Reza.

Observing the etiquette of wearing a ring, such as reciting
supplications while putting it on and wearing it on the right hand,
represents another notable feature of the Imam's practice.

The most significant finding of this study is the clarification of the
meaningful relationship between the inscriptions on the Imam's rings
and the political, social, and cultural conditions of his age. The Imam's
trust in and reliance upon God in the face of political pressure, threats,
and restrictions imposed by the ruling authorities, together with his
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belief in the legitimacy of the authority of the Ahl al-Bayt, which
reflected his profound conviction in divine sovereignty and the
ultimate failure of the political schemes of his opponents before the
divine will, were embodied in the inscriptions on his rings.

Keywords
Conduct of Imam Reza (peace be upon him); Ring Inscriptions;
Functions of the Ring; Etiquette of Wearing Rings; Adornment.
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