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Abstract

Security studies in political science and international relations, particularly within
dominant Western traditions, have largely been shaped on the basis of a materialist and
anthropocentric ontology. They have understood security within the framework of the
survival of the nation-state, the control of external threats, and the preservation of the
balance of power. In this perspective, rooted in classical realism and neorealism, the state is
considered the primary referent object of security, and threat is often reduced to the military
and border level. Although later schools such as the Copenhagen School have expanded
the scope of security to social, economic, environmental, and identity domains, and
constructivists have shown that threats are largely normative and discursive constructs,
these approaches have remained within a secular and limited framework. They have been
unable to provide a comprehensive foundation for human, social, and existential security.
Therefore, the main issue of the article is whether, by relying on the Holy Quran, a deeper,
more inclusive, and more fundamental understanding of security can be offered that
surpasses the limitations of prevailing Western paradigms. The aim of the research is to re-
read and reconstruct the foundations of security studies through the approach of the
scientific authority of the Holy Quran. It seeks to demonstrate that security in the logic of
revelation is not merely the absence of threat or the preservation of political borders, but
rather an existential, multi-dimensional, and hierarchical state that begins at the level of the
individual and extends to the Ummah and even the best order of creation. The author aims
to extract Quranic components of security and present an alternative model for security
policymaking — a model that, instead of relying on materialism and anthropocentrism, is
based on faith, piety (tagwa), justice, trust in God (tawakkul), and divine remembrance
(dhikr), and redefines security as sustainable tranquility and the divine presence in human
life. The main question or hypothesis of the article is whether the Holy Quran, as a
revelatory source, has the capacity to provide an ontological framework for redefining
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the fundamental concepts of security — a framework that both compensates for the
shortcomings of Western theories and enables the understanding of security at individual,
social, and cosmic levels. In essence, the article asks: If security in conventional theories is
usually reduced to the “absence of threat,” can we speak in the Quranic perspective of a
security that is not only negative but also positive, affirmative, and based on inner peace
and tranquility? The research method is qualitative and based on directed thematic
interpretation. The author has systematically extracted key concepts of security from
Quranic verses and contrasted them with prevailing Western approaches to show how the
Quran can reformulate the concepts of security. In this method, concepts such as security,
tranquility (fuma 'nina), Ummah, faith, justice, and the best order of creation have been
examined thematically, and the connections between them and the existential structure of
human beings and the world have been clarified. Thus, the article offers not merely a verse-
centered interpretation, but a conceptual reconstruction in the field of security studies. One
of the important findings of the research is that Western approaches, despite their internal
differences, have all remained within a secular horizon. Realism summarizes security in the
survival of the nation-state and the logic of anarchy; the Copenhagen School, although
expanding security into new areas, remains at a normative and human level; and
constructivism, despite its emphasis on ideas and norms, neglects the transcendent and
sacred foundation. In contrast to these approaches, the Holy Quran views security not as a
merely negative condition, but as a “positive security” — that is, a state of active and
sustainable tranquility manifested in the concept of fuma nina. Tuma nina is the highest
level of security and can remain stable in the heart of the believer even in conditions of
threat, crisis, or external pressure, because its root lies in true faith, piety, and constant
connection with God. Another finding of the article is that the referent objects of security in
Quranic logic are not limited to the state, but encompass three interconnected levels: the
faithful individual, the Islamic Ummah, and the best order of creation. At the individual
level, security is understood as peace of heart, spiritual stability, and steadfastness in the
face of threats. At the collective level, the Islamic Ummah — as a community with a
shared faith-based identity — attains security through unity, justice, enjoining good, and
forbidding evil. At the broader level, the entire system of creation possesses a divine order
whose security is understood in the preservation of balance and harmony with God’s
wisdom. This hierarchy shows that security, in the Quranic view, is a multi-layered and
organic concept that is linked from lower to higher levels. The final conclusion of the
article is that the Holy Quran can serve as the basis for a comprehensive and alternative
theory in security studies — a theory that removes security from the monopoly of the state
and military threat and transfers it to the existential, spiritual, and social realm. In
this framework, true security can only be realized by relying on divine and spiritual
foundations, and any security devoid of this backing will be incomplete and fragile.
Therefore, returning to the Quran is not merely an interpretive choice, but an
epistemological and policymaking necessity for rethinking the concept of security — a
necessity that can open new horizons for understanding, managing, and realizing security
in the contemporary world.

Keywords: Scientific Authority of the Quran, Islamic Security, Existential Security,
Tuma nina, Ummah, Multi-dimensional Security.
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