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Abstract

This study examines the story of Iblis in the Holy Quran, with a focus on re-reading the
event of “Prostrate yourselves before Adam” (usjudii li-Adam). It seeks to clarify the
relationship between the Divine command, the status of Adam (peace be upon him), and
the nature of Iblis’s rebellion. The main subject of the article is to analyze how this pivotal
event in the sacred text should be understood and to explore its implications for
comprehending the system of human misguidance. The author argues that conventional
readings have been overly simplistic. For a more accurate understanding, attention must be
paid to the linguistic structure of the verses—particularly the syntactic function of the
preposition “/gm” in the phrase “li-ddam”—and the monotheistic logic governing the
Quran. From this perspective, the article’s fundamental concern is not merely recounting a
historical narrative, but uncovering the underlying theological truth within the command to
prostrate and recognizing Iblis’s ontological position within the Divine system of testing. In
this way, the subject is elevated from a historical account to a conceptual and theological
analysis. The story is shown to carry a foundational model for understanding servitude
(ubidiyya), free will, the existential structure of human beings, and the role of evil in the
Quranic cosmology of creation. The primary objective of the article is to provide a
systematic re-reading of the story of Iblis and to precisely explain the truth of the event
“Prostrate yourselves before Adam” in light of Quranic teachings, such that the position of
Satan in the system of human misguidance and his relationship with the Divine Will
becomes clear. The author aims to demonstrate that, through linguistic and semantic
analysis, this narrative can be reformulated in a way that is fully consistent with al-Tawhid
al-A fali (Unity of Divine Acts) and the Divine Attributes, moving away from reductionist
interpretations. On another level, the article seeks to prove that Satan, in the Quranic
semantic framework, is not an independent entity co-equal with the Divine Will, but
rather a subordinate and functional element within the system of human examination.
Consequently, re-reading this story leads to a deeper understanding of the relationship
between rationality, servitude, Divine wisdom, and the mechanisms of human misguidance,
while opening new horizons in the theology of evil. The central research question of the

Cite this article: Imanifar, H.R. (2026). Re-reading the Story of Iblis in the Holy Quran. Studies of Quranic Sciences, 8(1),
p. 117-140. https://doi.org/10.22081/jgss.2026.74139.1427

Received: 2025-10-07 ; Revised: 2025-12-14 ; Accepted: 2025-01-08 ; Published online: 2026-03-30
Type of article: Research Avrticle Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy
©2026/authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights

https://jgss.isca.ac.ir/


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2778-4330

118 Studies of Quranic Sciences, Vol. 8, No. 1, 2026

article is: How should the Divine command “Prostrate yourselves before Adam” be
interpreted in the Quran? Does this command refer to direct prostration to Adam himself as
the object of worship (masjid fi nafsik), or was Adam merely the cause and occasion for a
monotheistic prostration directed toward the Divine Essence? Alongside this, another key
issue is raised: What is the nature of Iblis’s disobedience? Is it merely a practical act
of defiance, or should it be understood as an epistemological protest and opposition to
the wisdom of the Creator? Furthermore, the article asks what role Satan plays in the
mechanism of human misguidance, and whether his presence is a necessary condition
for the realization of the Divine test, or whether he merely acts as a catalyst for the
manifestation of humanity’s internal weaknesses. It also examines the relationship between
the terms “Satan” (Shaytan) and “Iblis,” and whether “Shaytan” can be understood as a
functional title extending beyond the person of Iblis to include him and his followers. The
research method employed is descriptive-analytical, based on a structural semantic
approach. By focusing on relevant Quranic verses, critiquing previous interpretations, and
conducting linguistic analyses—especially examining the function of the preposition “/am”
in “li-Adam”—the author has attempted to reconstruct the precise meaning of the Divine
command within its Quranic context. In addition to linguistic structures, the study uses
semantic alignment with Divine perfections such as wisdom and absolute monotheism to
ensure the final interpretation is consistent with theological and rational principles. The
research also adopts an etymological approach to the vocabulary of revelation, examining
the semantic network of Iblis, Satan, and his progeny, and through this process, presents a
coherent formulation of the system of evil in the Quran. The findings of the study show that
the Divine command in the event of “Prostrate yourselves before Adam” does not mean
prostration to a created being, but rather constitutes an obligation to prostrate before the
Lord in gratitude for the manifestation of Divine power in the creation of humanity.
According to this reading, Adam (peace be upon him) is not the object of prostration; he is
merely the cause and occasion for this monotheistic act of worship. This is because the
preposition “l/am” here indicates causality (sababiyya). This finding rejects traditional
theories such as prostration of greeting (swjid al-tahiyya) and strongly emphasizes the
oneness of the direction of worship. Another key finding is that Iblis’s rebellion was not a
simple behavioral disobedience, but an epistemological coup against the wisdom of the
Creator and an insistence on the primacy of matter over the Divine Will. The findings also
indicate that human fallibility originates from an internal and structural weakness (the nafs
al-ammara — the commanding self), and that Iblis only plays the role of an external
catalyst. Therefore, the human test is fundamentally designed independently of Iblis’s
presence. Finally, it is established that “Satan” is not an independent ontological force, but
a functional title for the intellectual current and spiritual progeny of Iblis, who seek to
prove that God’s decree in creating humanity was mistaken. In conclusion, the article
maintains that re-reading the story of Iblis based on linguistic and structural analysis yields
a more coherent understanding of the relationship between God, humanity, and Satan. The
event of “Prostrate yourselves before Adam” is in fact an invitation to prostrate before the
Lord, in which Adam serves as the medium for the manifestation of this monotheistic
worship. Moreover, through his defiance, Iblis became the initiator of an epistemological
confrontation with Divine wisdom. The term “Satan” is a functional name for his seductive
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current and that of his followers. Accordingly, the system of evil in the Quran is entirely
subordinate and possesses no independence vis-a-vis the Divine Will. Therefore, the story
of Iblis serves as a lesson for understanding pure servitude, the central role of free will, and
the truth that no force can escape the sovereignty of the Lord’s Lordship.

Keywords: Prostration, Iblis, Commanding Self (Nafs Ammara), Satan, Divine
Attributes, Adam (peace be upon him).
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