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Abstract

The subject of the comprehensiveness of the Holy Quran has long been one of the most
attractive topics in the field of Quranic sciences and Islamic theology. This discussion
begins with the fact that the Quran introduces itself with titles such as “Tibyan li-kulli
shay™ (a clarification for everything) and “Tafsil li-kulli shay™ (an explanation of
everything) and emphasizes its own eternality. In confronting this claim, exegetes have
adopted different approaches. Some, with a maximalist view, consider the Quran to contain
all human sciences, including empirical and natural ones. In contrast, the minimalist view
limits the scope of the Quran solely to guiding and ethical issues. The fundamental question
is where Lady Mujtahida Amin Isfahani — the first great female exegete in the Shia world
— stands among these opinions, and what relationship she establishes between the fixed
text of the Quran and the changing needs of humanity. The present study is organized with
the aim of examining Lady Amin’s viewpoint on the comprehensiveness of the Quran. It
seeks to determine where she stands in the conventional division between maximalist and
minimalist views, and to identify the epistemological foundations of her interpretation of
relevant verses. This research aims to show how her perspective reconciles apparent
contradictions in understanding the scope of the Quran and explains the “eternality” of the
Quran through the concept of “the audience’s understanding.” In fact, the study attempts to
introduce her thought as a comprehensive model in contemporary exegesis. The central
question of this research is: What is the extent of the Quran’s comprehensiveness in Lady
Amin’s thought, and what evidence does she cite to explain her view? Another key
question is: What is the relationship between the comprehensiveness of the Quran and the
diversity of specializations and levels of understanding among audiences in every era? In
other words, is the comprehensiveness of the Quran, in her opinion, a static matter or a

Cite this article: Abedini, N. & Hajian Hosseinabadi, R. (2026). A Study on the Comprehensiveness of the Quran from the
Perspective of Lady Mujtahida Amin Isfahani with Emphasis on Accordance with the Audience’s Understanding. Studies
of Quranic Sciences, 8(1), p. 141-158. https://doi.org/10.22081/jgss.2026.73438.1420

Received: 2025-08-26 ; Revised: 2025-11-15 ; Accepted: 2025-12-04 ; Published online: 2026-03-30

Type of article: Research Avrticle Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy

©2026/authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights

https://jgss.isca.ac.ir/


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2076-5284
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8804-3803

142 Studies of Quranic Sciences, Vol. 8, No. 1, 2026

dynamic reality that manifests according to the existential capacities of each individual?
This issue becomes particularly important when we seek to understand the Quran’s
response to worldly and otherworldly needs within a coherent framework. The research
method is descriptive-analytical, conducted through library-based data collection. The
authors have directly consulted the 15-volume exegesis Makhzan al- Trfan to extract Lady
Amin’s opinions and principles. In this process, the verses she referenced were identified,
and by analyzing her approach to narrations and rational arguments, her intellectual
structure has been reconstructed. Subsequently, a comparative method was used to place
her views alongside other exegetical schools in order to extract the distinctive features of
her perspective. The findings of the research indicate that Lady Amin explicitly defends a
“maximalist view of comprehensiveness.” In her opinion, the Holy Quran is not only
supreme in guiding matters but also encompasses all sciences and knowledge required by
humanity. In interpreting verses such as “We have not neglected anything in the Book,” she
holds that there is no worldly or otherworldly need that has not been mentioned in the
Quran, either explicitly or implicitly. Lady Amin believes that the Quran contains the
sciences of the first and the last, and that everything related to human livelihood, the
Hereafter, and human perfection is embedded within it. Accordingly, she firmly rejects the
minimalist view, arguing that the scope of the word of revelation cannot be limited due to
its divine origin.One of the key results in Lady Amin’s thought is the theory of
“comprehensiveness according to the audience’s understanding.” The findings suggest that
although the Quran is comprehensive of all sciences, access to these sciences is not at the
same level for everyone. She maintains that every group of people benefits from this divine
table in accordance with their specialization and inner purity. The philosopher grasps it
through a wise perspective, the lawmaker through social laws, and the mystic through inner
meanings. This finding shows that the comprehensiveness of the Quran is a multi-layered
reality, and the secret of its eternality lies precisely in this point. In effect, the Quran’s
ability to respond to the needs of every age depends on the effort of exegetes to extract its
hidden gems. In conclusion, the study demonstrates that Lady Mujtahida Amin’s
perspective can be regarded as a “reconciling theory.” By linking “maximal content” with
“differences in the levels of audience understanding,” she breaks the existing deadlocks in
the discussion of Quranic comprehensiveness. According to this view, the Quran is always
a comprehensive book for all ages, because with the advancement of sciences, it reveals
new layers of its meaning. Although the Infallibles (peace be upon them) are the only ones
with complete access to the full truth of the Quran, the door of extracting knowledge
remains open to other human beings according to their human capacity. This approach
transforms comprehensiveness into a practical model for solving human problems and
establishes the Quran’s position as a living source capable of responding to humanity’s
changing needs. Such a perspective not only enriches the Shia exegetical tradition but also
opens new horizons for contemporary research on the relationship between religion and
science.
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