Reszrdn Online 1SSN :2716-9677

An Examination of Historiographic Styles in the Qur’an for the
Foundational Support of Civilizational Interpretation
(Up to the End of the Fifth Year of the Prophetic Mission)*

iD
Mohammad Baghestani Koozehgar
Assistant Professor, Research Institute of Islamic Sciences and Culture, Qom, Iran.

m.baghestani@isca.ac.ir

Abstract

Compared to the extensive and long-standing schools of Qur’anic exegesis,
civilizational interpretation (tafsir-i tamadduni) has a less developed
background and requires a richer body of literature. One of the existing
potentials for providing foundational support for civilizational
interpretation in the Qur’an lies in the abundant historical narratives
found in many of its verses, which provides a unique capacity for this
sacred text. Since history is the cradle of the emergence of all civilizations,
addressing this latent civilizational capacity within the Qur’an can create
significant support for civilizational interpretation. This can only be
achieved by assessing the "civilizational capacity” of each of the prevailing
historiographic styles derived from the historical capacity of the Qur’an
(namely: the history of culture, cultural history, and the philosophy of
history). Accordingly, the problem of this research is to investigate the
nature of the civilizational capacity within the historiographic schools of
the Qur'an. This study was conducted using the combined methods
prevalent in each of these styles. Ultimately, it was proven that among the
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three Qur’anic historiographic styles, the "cultural history” style possesses
significantly greater civilizational capacity to serve as a foundation for
civilizational interpretation compared to the other two styles.
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