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Abstract

During the Forty-Day Ramadan War and the Twelve-Day War, the United
States and the Israeli regime repeatedly launched military attacks against
the civilian infrastructure of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Among the most
significant targets were energy infrastructure, including oil storage
facilities, refineries, gas fields, electricity generation plants, and nuclear
energy installations. This occurred despite the fact that, under the
principles of international humanitarian law (IHL), attacks directed
against indispensable civilian infrastructure are prohibited. Adopting a
descriptive-analytical approach, this study seeks to answer the following
question: From the perspectives of Islamic jurisprudence and
international law, are belligerent parties legally or religiously permitted to
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carry out military attacks against energy infrastructure? The study
proceeds on the premise that both international law and Islamic law
regulate not only relations among states during peacetime but also the
conduct of states engaged in armed conflict. The findings demonstrate
that, under both international law and Islamic jurisprudence, parties to an
armed conflict are required to direct their military operations exclusively
against military objectives. Accordingly, when civilian objects such as
energy facilities are intentionally targeted, the fundamental principles of
international humanitarian law, particularly the principle of distinction,
are violated. Such conduct constitutes a clear instance of a war crime
under Article 8 of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court,
giving rise to individual criminal responsibility for the perpetrators, those
ordering the attacks, and other responsible participants. Furthermore,
beyond individual criminal liability, internationally wrongful acts
resulting from violations of international obligations also entail state
responsibility under the International Law Commission's 2001 Articles on
Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts.

Keywords
Ramadan War; principle of distinction; civilian objects; energy infrastructure;
civilian facilities.
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