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The Holy Lawmaker (al-shari* al-mugaddas) consistently utilizes the social conventions of
rational agents (‘ugald’) to communicate legal rulings to legally accountable individuals
(mukallafiin). Because human social organization is governed by interconnected systems,
identifying the constituent components and internal relationships within a given domain
provides an effective model for addressing and resolving related methodological problems.
One such domain is the rational system of commands and prohibitions (nizam al-amr wa al-
naht al- ‘uqald’r). By uncovering this system through an analysis of its underlying elements,
formulating precise definitions of its principal components, and mapping them onto divine
legislation, one can construct a robust “model of the Lawmaker’s commands and
prohibitions.”

This study examines the efficacy of conceptual modelling in addressing unresolved issues
within the discipline of principles of jurisprudence (usi! al-figh). Employing a network
analysis methodology grounded in ontological analysis, the research is structured around three
primary axes: discovering the rational system of commands and prohibitions, constructing the
theoretical model, and applying the model to usilr problems.

The findings demonstrate that applying this methodology to the ontology of a problem yields
a granular analysis of its foundational elements—including rational agents, commands, and
prohibitions. Furthermore, applying it to operational mechanisms illuminates core processes,
such as the relationship between conventional constructs (i tibarat) and divine commands and
prohibitions. To attain results that are either strictly true or closely approximate the truth, this
study recommends developing comprehensive models across major subfields of usil al-figh
to address its core theoretical challenges in a systematic manner.
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