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Abstract

In recent decades, Shiism in West Africa, within the complex context
of its interaction with Sunnism and Sufism, has faced the challenge of
“how to achieve religious convergence without negating sectarian
identity.” On the other hand, the Mahdist discourse of Ummah-
building emphasizes the formation of a unified, just, and synergistic
society among Muslims. This paper, employing an analytical-descriptive
approach, examines strategies for the convergence of Shi’ism with
other denominations in West Africa and elucidates their potential in
the process of Mahdist Ummah-building. The research method is
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qualitative, based on a Grounded Theory approach, with data collected
through semi-structured interviews with religious elites and activists
in West Africa, analyzed through three stages of coding. The findings
indicate that convergence strategies are organized into three primary
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dimensions: “systematic structure of the Shiite community,” “inter-
denominational interactions,” and “denominational synergy,” encompassing
eight categories: “leadership and Marja’iyya (authority),” “developmental
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talents,” “inter-denominational participation,
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crisis management,”
“remediation of harms,” “Islamic unity,” “Quranic and joint
propagation,” and “religious diplomacy.” A Mahdist analysis of this
model suggests that strengthening efficient religious authority,
fostering joint socio-cultural participation, utilizing indigenous crisis
management, emphasizing shared theological foundations, and
engaging in proactive media and diplomatic efforts can reinforce the
identity of a unified Ummah, mitigate sectarian conflicts, and enhance
synergy among Shiites, Sunnis, and Sufi currents in West Africa.
Consequently, if the identified religious convergence strategies are
consciously reinterpreted within the framework of the Mahdist
Ummah-building ideal, they have the potential to be presented as a
field model for managing religious diversity across the Islamic world.

Keywords
Religious convergence, Shi’ism, Sunnism, Sufism, West Africa,
Mahdist Ummah-building, Religious diplomacy.
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