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Abstract

The doctrine of Mahdaviyat is among the most fundamental beliefs of
Shi'ism. Abdulaziz Sachedina, an Islamic scholar and Shi'a researcher
residing in the West, has analyzed this doctrine through a historical
approach. This research is written with the aim of analyzing,
evaluating, and critiquing Sachedina’s Mahdist views and assessing his
methodology. Adopting an analytical-critical approach, this article
first analyzes and evaluates Sachedina’s historical method, and
subsequently critiques his perspectives on issues such as the formation
of the theory of Occultation, its division into Major and Minor stages,
the process of appointing the third deputy, and the objectives and
conclusion of the deputyship institution, by referencing Shi'a sources.
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Sachedina’s historical approach has influenced his views on Mahdist
issues. His claims—such as the classification of the two Occultations
being an invention of later jurists, the impact of socio-political factors
on the formation of the doctrine of Occultation, and the interference of
Abu Sahl al-Nawbakhti in the appointment of the third deputy—are
inconsistent with Shi'a viewpoints. Relying solely on a historical
method is insufficient for analyzing and explaining doctrinal
teachings; to avoid misunderstandings, such an approach must be
complemented by a phenomenological perspective and engagement
with authoritative epistemological sources.

Keywords

Mahdaviyat, Sachedina, Historical Methodology, Evolution of Mahdist
Doctrines, Minor and Major Occultation, The Four Deputies (Nawab
al-Arba'ah), Deputyship Institution.
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