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Abstract

In Mahdist traditions and the hadith sources of both major Islamic
denominations, numerous narrations predict the occurrence of bitter
and sweet events in the Orient (Mashriq). These traditions can be
terrifying and cautionary, or hopeful and inspiring; however,
misidentifying their referents can pave the way for the infiltration of
baseless discussions into the field of apocalyptic studies. Benefiting
from these traditions—by hearing their warnings or receiving their
messages of hope—and preventing unfounded speculations is only
possible when the precise location intended by these hadiths is
correctly identified. Therefore, the issue addressed in this study is the
determination of the meaning and the identification (instance-finding)
of the "Orient" in Mahdist traditions. In this paper, relevant hadiths
were collected using library research methods and then categorized
and, as far as possible, clarified using a descriptive-analytical
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approach. The findings of this research indicate that the term " Orient
" in Mahdist traditions does not necessarily refer to a single specific
geographical region; rather, each category of these narrations points to
a specific location, such as Iraq, Hejaz, or Khorasan. The most
significant category of these traditions indicates the uprising of a
people from the Orient. This study strengthens the hypothesis that the
" Orient " in these hadiths refers to the territory known today as "Iran."
This interpretation is based on two types of evidence: first, the hadith
family (internal textual evidence); and second, the absence of an
effective and powerful center of Shiism in regions other than the land
of Iran.
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Abstract

In the mid-1990s, a group was formed in Tehran under the name
"Mahdaviyat," claiming that the awaited Khorasani sign in Mahdist
traditions referred to a person named Mohammad Hosseini Milani.
The present research investigates the intellectual and social
consequences of this group. The central issue of the research is how
"matching" (the act of applying prophetic signs of the Reappearance to
contemporary figures) can lead to ideological deviations and extreme
behaviors in society. The research methodology is descriptive-
analytical, utilizing a documentary approach and a case study. The

+ Nadarlou, M. & Heidari Cherati, H. (2025). An Analysis of the Impacts of "Matching" (Tatbig-
garayi) the Signs of Reappearance on Beliefs and Social Behaviors (Case Study: The "Mahdaviyat"
Sect). Mahdavi Society, 6(2), pp. 275-305.

https://doi.org/10.22081/jm.2026.74824.1138

® Type of article: Research Article * Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy
® Received: 2025/04/12 e Revised: 2025/06/10 e Accepted: 2025/07/24 e Available Online:

© 2025
authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights

jm.isca.ac.ir



findings demonstrate that by applying the signs of the Reappearance
to himself and claiming deputyship, Milani undermined the status of
the jurists, promoted false sanctity and the discourse of takfir
(excommunication), and paved the way for sectarian violence and
criminal acts. Ultimately, the research process proves that extreme
"matching" is a serious threat to the epistemological health and social

security of the Islamic community.
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