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Abstract

Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi, an Orientalist and scholar of Shi'ism,
has analyzed early Shi'ism through a phenomenological approach. In
his works, he posits claims regarding the lack of scholarly reception of
Saffar al-Qummi’s Basa’ir al-Darajat, the distortion of its text, and an
evolutionary historical transformation within Shi'ism. This research,
employing an analytical-critical method, critiques his three primary
claims: first, the claim of the lack of reception for Basa'ir al-Darajat,
which is refuted by the existence of 53 manuscripts from various
centuries and its citations by scholars such as Kulayni and Shaykh
Tusi; second, the claim of textual distortion, which stems from a
failure to distinguish between scribal annotations and the original text;
and third, the incorrect categorization of Shi'ism into "esotericist" and
"rationalist”" periods, which contradicts historical evidence, including
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early jurisprudential works, the continuous transmission of the virtues
of the Imams, and the emphasis placed by the Infallible Imams on
reason. Amir-Moezzi’'s methodology, characterized by the faulty
generalization of limited findings, the neglect of historical evidence,
and an adherence to Orientalist presuppositions, has led to inaccurate
conclusions; whereas early Shi'ism simultaneously addressed both

esoteric and rational dimensions.
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