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' Abstract

The mission of the prophets, as delineated in the Holy Quran, is
fundamentally structured around two pivotal objectives: the ultimate
goal of human guidance and education, and the intermediate goal of
establishing justice and social equality within a monotheistic
framework. This scholarly inquiry explores how these objectives formed
the bedrock of the movement led by Imam Hussein (PBUH). Following
the migration of the Prophet of Islam to Medina, monumental efforts
were made to construct a society that serves as a cradle for human
development. Imam Hussein, nurtured in the household of monotheism
and following the path of his grandfather and father, initiated a
movement that was not merely a historical event but a profound
intellectual school. At the heart of this movement lies the concept of
Wilayah (divine authority), which serves as the central pillar and the
unifying thread of the entire Ashura epistemological system.
Methodologically, this study employs an analytical and descriptive
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approach to examine the intricate relationship between various
elements within the intellectual system of Imam Hussein (PBUH). It
demonstrates that Ashura is essentially a divine and political
movement rooted in a monotheistic vision. The research identifies that
the School of Ashura represents a comprehensive and integrated
system of knowledge and values, characterized by the intertwining of
fundamental conceptual dualities. These dualities—truth and falsehood,
love and hatred, mysticism and epic struggle, and honor and
humiliation—are not contradictory but complementary within the
framework of Wilayah.
One of the primary dualities analyzed is the relationship between
Yva love and hatred. In the school of Ashura, love is exclusively directed
L}gﬂ‘%ﬁm toward God and His infallible representatives, while hatred is a
i " principled rejection of falsehood, oppression, and injustice. This

H

;T duality finds its most potent expression in the Ziyarat Ashura, where
El the repetition of one hundred curses and one hundred greetings
¥ embodies the Shi'a philosophy of "Tabarra" (disassociation from evil)
} and "Tawalla" (devotion to the rightful leaders). The act of weeping for
?,3_“ the martyrdom of Imam Hussein, as emphasized by the Ahlul-Bayt, is
:'i not merely an emotional response but a conscious manifestation of
j this duality. It serves to keep the love for the infallible family alive
4 while simultaneously fueling a perpetual resistance against the
% perpetrators of injustice, which remains the secret behind the
g enduring nature of the Ashura movement.

§ Furthermore, the study delves into the duality of truth and
QE falsehood. Within Imam Hussein’s epistemological framework, these
g concepts are not measured by worldly power or military dominance,
2 but by divine will and guidance. Ashura is presented as an open arena

where two distinct currents—the current of truth and the current of
falsehood—confront one another. This was clearly articulated by the
Imam during his journey to Karbala when he remarked on the
abandonment of truth and the embrace of falsehood, urging the
believers to yearn for their meeting with the Lord. This perspective
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shifts the value framework from success-oriented pragmatism to duty-
oriented righteousness.

Another critical duality examined is the synthesis of mysticism
(Sufism in its purest spiritual sense) and the epic struggle. In this
context, mysticism represents the inner essence of the movement,
while the epic struggle serves as its outward manifestation. The night
of Ashura serves as a testament to this profound spirituality, where the
Imam and his companions spent their final hours in intense worship,
supplication, and drawing closer to the Divine. Historical accounts
describe the tents of the companions as sounding like the "buzzing of
bees" due to the collective fervor of their prayers, prostrations, and
recitations. This spiritual depth provided the necessary fortitude for
the epic heroism displayed on the day of battle, demonstrating that
true valor is a byproduct of profound spiritual connection.

Finally, the research highlights the free choice of honor over
humiliation as the pinnacle of practical faith in the conduct of Imam
Hussein. From his departure from Medina to the moment of his
martyrdom, every action taken by the Imam was an embodiment of
dignity, grandeur, and honor. Despite the immense pressures and the
tragic circumstances of Karbala, no trace of humiliation ever touched
the Imam, his family, or his companions. This unwavering commitment
to dignity stems from a sublime spirit nurtured in the house of
monotheism. The findings suggest that the enduring impact of Ashura
on human history is due to its ability to present a model of life where
political action is entirely infused with moral and spiritual values. The
movement proves that when a society is built upon the pillar of
Wilayah and the principles of monotheism, it can achieve a level of
resilience that transcends time and space, offering a perpetual guide
for humanity’s quest for justice and perfection.

Keywords

Imam Hussein (PBUH), Ashura Movement, Wilayah, Monotheistic
knowledge, Truth and Falsehood, love and hatred, Honor and
Humiliation, Mysticism and Epic Struggle, Social Justice.
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