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Abstract

Within the contemporary discourse of Islamic governance, a profound
gap exists between normative ideals and structural realities regarding
the promotion of public participation and the strengthening of social
cohesion. One of the most fundamental challenges in this field is the
predominance of a reductionist and exclusively ethical understanding
of social justice. In many prevailing approaches, justice is viewed
merely as an individual virtue for rulers or as an abstract political
slogan lacking operational and institutional extension within the
broader architecture of society. This conceptual reductionism has
contributed to a crisis of effectiveness in religion-based systems of
governance because the organic and structural relationship between
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the establishment of justice and the generation of popular
participation has been largely overlooked. Against this background,
the central concern of the present study is to move beyond these
superficial interpretations through a critical and analytical
examination of the theoretical and practical governance of Imam Ali
(A.S.). It seeks to answer the following fundamental question: How
does social justice, within the paradigm of Alawi governance, evolve
from an abstract concept into the normative foundation and driving
force behind cooperation, mutual trust, and active citizen participation
in public affairs? More specifically, the study explains the causal
mechanisms linking the equitable distribution of power and wealth
with participatory and cooperative social behavior.

The central and innovative argument of this article is that, in Imam
Ali’s political and social doctrine, social justice and popular
participation are neither parallel phenomena nor independent
variables; rather, they are connected through a dialectical and causal
relationship. Accordingly, social justice is not merely the ultimate
objective of governance but also the generative cause, enabling
foundation, and indispensable prerequisite for the emergence of
sustainable public participation. The principal objective of this
research is to conceptualize and theoretically formulate social justice
as an independent variable that generates social cooperation. Moving
beyond purely historical approaches, the study demonstrates how the
implementation of distributive and procedural justice in Imam Ali’s
governance systematically reproduces social capital, repairs class
divisions, enhances informed citizen participation across different
spheres of society, and ultimately establishes a durable model of
networked governance.

To achieve these objectives, the study adopts a qualitative
descriptive-analytical approach, with particular emphasis on analytical
interpretation. Data were collected through documentary research,
including primary Islamic sources, hadith literature, historical
evidence, and especially a discourse analysis of the Nahj al-Balaghabh.
Employing a hermeneutic and systemic perspective, the analysis
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moves beyond the mere description of historical events to uncover the

internal logic and causal relationships between governance principles

centered on justice and patterns of participatory social behavior,

thereby constructing a theoretical model with broader applicability.

The structural analysis of Imam Ali’s thought and governance

demonstrates that social justice constitutes the backbone of

participatory governance. The findings identify five interconnected

dimensions of Alawi justice, each functioning as a catalyst for public

participation:

1.

Public oversight and governmental transparency
(informational justice): By reducing information asymmetry
and ensuring transparency in decision-making processes,
governance institutionalizes public oversight—the highest form
of political participation. Transparency thus becomes a
mechanism for rebuilding institutional trust.

. Compassion and public service (the normative

mechanism of justice): A compassionate style of governance
reduces social alienation and the identity gap between the state
and society while strengthening citizens' intrinsic and
psychological motivation for civic cooperation.

. Direct engagement with the people (procedural and

communicative justice): By overcoming bureaucratic
oligarchy and establishing direct channels of feedback, this
strategy enhances citizens' sense of belonging to the political
order and encourages their active involvement in public affairs.

. Equitable distribution of resources and opportunities

(distributive justice versus monopolization): Eliminating
special privileges and network-based rent-seeking removes
perceptions of structural discrimination and relative deprivation—
two of the principal barriers to public participation—thereby
creating equal opportunities for social actors to participate.

. Empowerment and restoration of the dignity of

disadvantaged groups (restorative justice and the
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revival of agency): In Imam Ali’s governance, justice is not
reduced to passive welfare policies. Rather, its objective is to
restore the political and economic agency of marginalized
groups, transforming them from passive recipients of services
into active, empowered participants capable of influencing social
development.

The study ultimately demonstrates that, within Imam Ali’s doctrine
of governance, social justice constitutes the ontological foundation of
social cohesion and cooperation. This model shows that equitable
distribution of wealth and the preservation of human dignity are not
only religious obligations but also essential strategies for generating
social capital and ensuring the legitimacy and sustainability of the
political system. The findings further indicate that, in the absence of
just institutions, governmental calls for public participation remain
merely symbolic and lack substantive legitimacy. In the context of
contemporary governance, this conceptual model offers practical
strategies for overcoming participation deficits by redefining state—
society relations on the basis of comprehensive justice, reciprocal
responsibility, and people-centered governance, thereby providing a
solid foundation for sustainable social development.

Keywords
Social justice; Public participation; Alawi governance; Islamic governance;
Social capital; Structural cohesion; Cooperation.
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