. " . 3§§’ \»
w)&)‘swlﬁw W..ﬁ‘)é‘saﬁm‘d’é’wlﬁu'au ‘5.);)l53 ‘S)Lﬁbl.w 6124&19.0&:0 é, ;
»

8 22
& . b s A
[ V Jurisprudence and politics sz

g«% e e ;;/’?;‘i
PR PR

An Analysis of the Structural and Functional Components of the
Political System and Islamic State in the Political Thought of
the Martyr Leader of the Revolution, Imam Khamenei*

Mohsen Pirbalaeil Najaf Lakzaei?
1. Qom Seminary Student, Qom, Iran (Corresponding Author)
shiaboy25@yahoo.com
2. Full Professor, Baqir al-Olum University, Qom, Iran.
nlakzaee@bou.ac.ir

Abstract

This study aims to explain the position of the political system and the
Islamic state within the intellectual framework of the Supreme Leader and
examines the structural and functional dimensions of Islamic governance.
The central issue of the study is to investigate how the model of “religious
democracy” differs from secular democracies at the level of the Islamic
state model and how it relates to the political system. The research
employs a qualitative content analysis of his statements, writings, and
overarching strategies, using an interpretive-analytical approach. The
findings indicate that, in the thought of Imam Khamenei, religious
democracy is a unified and indivisible reality in which the will of the
people acquires meaning within the framework of Islamic principles and
objectives. From a structural perspective, the findings demonstrate that
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the establishment and continuity of the political system rest on the dual
foundations of “security and faith,” while its distinctive elements—
including the sovereignty of God, Imamate, the Muslim community
(Ummah), and religion—shape the architecture of power. One of the
innovative aspects of his thought is the articulation of “guardianship-
based boundaries,” which extend beyond conventional geographical
boundaries. Furthermore, emphasis on “meritocracy beyond gender and
sectarian affiliation” within the managerial network of power constitutes a
fundamental component of this structure. From a functional perspective,
the role of “absolute guardianship of the Islamic jurist” (Velayat-e Faqih)
is not conceptualized as an instrument of dictatorship, but rather as an
intelligent mechanism for institutional flexibility, resolving complex
political deadlocks, legislating overarching principles, and serving as the
focal point for strategic decision-making. The findings further
demonstrate that the scope of government responsibilities, through a clear
distinction between the public and private spheres, places particular
emphasis on the prohibition of intrusive surveillance, respect for personal
privacy, and concealment of people's faults. Moreover, the flow of power
within this model is structured around an interconnected system of “rights
and duties,” in which critical feedback, transparent demands for
accountability by elites, freedom of expression within the framework of
law, and lawful civil protests serve as guarantees of the system's
dynamism and integrity and as strong barriers against authoritarianism,
systemic corruption, and conflicts of interest.

Ultimately, within this intellectual framework, the Islamic state
constitutes the third stage of the five-stage process of civilization-building
and assumes the crucial mission of creating the conditions necessary for
the realization of the “New Islamic Civilization” and the attainment of
“good and wholesome life” (Hayat-e Tayyibah). This civilization is
characterized by social justice, human dignity, and public welfare as the
principal indicators of desirable governance, enabling humanity to
overcome the challenges of the modern age and attain comprehensive
spiritual and material advancement.
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