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Abstract

This study aims to assess the reliability of narrations associated with
the Qur’anic verse, “So wait,; indeed, I am with you among those who wait”
(fa-intazirii inni ma ‘akum mina al-muntazirin), in relation to the concept of
awaiting Imam Mahdi. Employing an analytical-documentary methodology,
the study examines these narrations from several perspectives, including
the reliability of their chains of transmission (the science of rijal), their
textual and substantive reliability (the science of dirayah), source
criticism, and the extent to which their content accords with the
semantic implications of the verse. The findings indicate that no
previous study has undertaken a focused assessment of this particular
group of narrations. The analysis further demonstrates that hadith
scholars employed a method of “mutual elucidation” in selecting and
transmitting these narrations, whereby potential ambiguities in one
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narration are clarified by a subsequent narration. Of the four
narrations examined, three have sound chains of transmission and are
mutually consistent in their content. The fourth narration, transmitted
by al-Ayyashi, is classified as marfii ; nevertheless, an examination of
its chain identifies the narrator Muhammad b. Fudayl, who is regarded
as thiga (trustworthy) in the biographical literature. Given that the
substance of this narration is fully consistent with that of the other
three sound narrations, it may likewise be regarded as reliable,
comparable to the sound narrations transmitted by al-Sadiq.

Keywords
Mahdist awaiting; hadith authentication; ilm al-rijal; ilm al-dirayah; fa-
intazirii Verse.
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