Eren H_ai .(a_'l.ﬁ.:.':jv.w\_,“_.c 3\‘.“@\..‘[1)’.\.413_(“\52.@&&&33
ISSN:1023-7992 e yg sa dadlay o Nl Ky 3355 =0 il #UL

A

Jomo bl 0Ll AWLulS VYol 85louis pwagiinss & Jgolival leby Ludw olyelis Cawypd

o0 Lo 0o Elymo 1 5ailyS iz () wlolwlys  cogile b 4o use llgy 3o Uas g
8y Beis 33 5148y wlejlo (L 9 lo Wy (Y F) gy Dl 6308 pyloz xS seuliins 5o Sbe
el oslgubioldbe pMwll plus g bVl pylgo cdg yioe LSl 44 (g 9yg0 dlos taiw
Wi g €allelis il g €l 033 ((A) (2ol g sod sloccilasl  yolo sulad (V) oyBdcis

sl 31 aidLigs yleidl ogd Wlo tyuase ()T s b Sbcianl b8 8398 ilyelid 3l C Lo ol
Loyl oy 3l glasbd  digS gol> Gloddly [ (IR 3 30 diuwlyig Glodcgaze (3559
iy 95539yt Glodesyi 30 (WO iplyese J1) €iodans ((1F) dinSis gladial  ausld b oye
L 0yghal yobao (Goliinl Judoxs 1(3) diuaSais oludys 1 (1) slogh sl ywarcsbival yolys 30 siolidi

e o Blg 4 EIY 8)lye (0B Sliwnls Slyo I (LS) y0lglgazme DUS ouysm g 385

L o oS CouyS 18l apas gldeeys Gloxe 30 CoVg g cuolol Wlio y gods € yuyd
€Olh P8y ciSe 9 PV () GO sy 8l g ddguoVl Coluall deguugo LS

&bl Ly alll ol gols (suobuinlis

A

Q

Ja

£ 59

9w o c(o_’Lé.Tju‘ude
sy

Vol.37, No.3 ' Aug - Sep 2025

A bi-monthly journal exclusively
review & information dissemination

219

dedicated to book critique, book
in the field of Islamic culture

Jo}
dalialogs
ik 4]

oo

Jap.isca.ac.ir



(VF) ansls gaas!

(oL Bddas,5 10 (W :0lpos JT) € pogias»
o linls pl 5o Ll 9,509,

258 e [ 05 o 5 015 oKty e o e
RAYRAAY!

oy 5 (W) el [353] ) 23 A Bl bl s e olge (b a4 aS laar 33 O3 53 kS
Sy a3l eCilises Sl 4 (Y0 :0lee D) pasid 40 o cOlos ol 55 . Liled 3L OYF :olasdl) (odelsg o)
3ls s ylal s 5 by a4 baadyy ol 51 S 6\;&5! el 039 5 5 A o 3b 3 31 (2 3 1o 31 iles laas,
Jolaze Lms eyl 45 (65 lms «VF 20308 ) (130085 Ol FoFamadl il tcial a8, 518 4 55 013 50 O lindis 5 Liab
315 (5315 pasludl igl»cﬂ Lre ol bl bilos S e «J\.KQL:.}»!) o (J;L'a v..»l Syl ) mﬁ}i)}w cSlp pllas 5ol
oo Sy 5 #La b ol 5 03 (5 limls Ly 33,5 il 5ty Kiom Sl &0 S 3590 41 03 (G5
Y\ Ko ldas Glayoes 0823 Sl - b Oyl S0 Jas 5 Il (03 b i) LT olos G gmad olosgsil ks

535 e g 18wl
VA Gagi Aol 8l oKos (g 3 ST Bl 5 3k 4 i 5 w5l - S5 alib 0l S5 53 otk pled e  olie 5
¥ oyleis | ¥V Ul Sl Colds dazm 3 5 tiw ol Suslad Olsre 4 LS Olir Lol ol 53 .S o dam 3 e b dosliw 3 |y 54Se

VFoD 5,0 9 5350 S o3 Cudgi 2 b Bysb 53 ol Slorsg s 4 3 g ol Gl bileds el idas - Sl wliedOb; 3,50,
2553 O Gacn)S 5 asimisum e Bline Liyy iy ounys cyond s pl ol ab,S )13 gt ol Blacws
dazr g 4y (6394 B aS3)ls ol azs Olazyza 31 K3 o NSl Sl e 3l e colde oo ) CL%:

23,8 or Sl gl Ol ks (550 55 pasiptans Sl Sl (aalening 53 S 52 Wl Jolans e

wL..ZA:..ﬁJB ‘ (WO:QL,@D ) U?‘}:": ;@)Uwuw) ‘Lﬁ}sv.L;M Lo 3 olda rb@,& 3.»:?)3 ‘OL‘; z\vj :Lbajlj.‘\:.ls

Broken Mirrors (14): Musawwimin (Q. 3:125) in Quran Translations: An Etymological Approach versus Storytelling
Heidar Eyvazi

Abstract: In the Qurian, the angels who come to the aid of the believers are described by such terms as murdifin,
“arriving one after another” (al-Anfil 8:9), and munzalin, “sent down” (Al Imran 3:124). The description
musawwimin (Al Imran 3:125), however, has long been subject to debate and criticism for various reasons, including
the existence of homophonous Arabic roots represented by the consonants s-w-m. One of these roots denotes
marks or distinctive signs, and some of its derivatives also occur in the Qur'an, as in al-kbayl al-musawwamah,
“marked horses” (Al Imran 3:14). Many interpreters have consequently favored this sense and, in accordance with
the widely accepted reading musawwimin as an active participle, have rendered it as “those who mark.” This
interpretation, however, has provided fertile ground for legendary elaboration. Since the verse in question refers to
the events of the Battle of Badr, later exegetical accounts of angelic assistance became embellished with such details
as the color of the angels’ turbans—white or yellow—the distinctive markings of their mounts, and even the claim
that the angels marked out the battle’s operational zones. By contrast, the late Shahram Hedayat, drawing on
historical-comparative linguistics and considering the textual context of the verses, translates the term as “those
sent forth.” The present study selects Kusha’s translation as representative of the traditional interpretation and
Hedayat’s as representative of the historical-comparative linguistic approach. These two translations were chosen
because both translators explain their interpretations in footnotes or endnotes, which constitute the principal basis
of the present analysis. Through a further examination of the corresponding Hebrew root $izm/sim and its uses in
the Torah, the article argues in support of Hedayat’s analysis. The final section discusses the renderings adopted
by several other translators whose choices approximate the preferred translation. The conclusion offers several
proposals for the future of translation studies on the sacred texts of the Abrahamic religions.

Keywords: Quran translation, historical etymology, musawwimin (Al Imran 3:125), angelology.
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Adel Theodor Khoury (1930- ): Ja, wenn ihr standhaft und gottesfurchtig seid und
sie sogleich gegen euch vorriicken, steht euch euer Herr bei mit fiinftausend
stiirmenden Engeln.

Sadr ud-Din (1881-1981): Ja, wenn ihr standhaft und redlich seid und sie kommen iiber
euch jihlings in wilder Hast, so wird euer Herr euch mit fiinfrausend stiirmenden
Engeln zu Hilfe kommen.

sl 03,5 dax 5 13,45 $3LsT) Kampfbereitschaft <k 639y

Rudi Paret (1901-1983): Ja! Wenn ihr geduldig und gottesfiirchtig seid, und (wenn) sie
jetzt sofort gegen euch daherkommen, wird euch euer Herr (sogar) mit fiinftausend

Engeln in Kampfbereitschaft unterstiitzen.
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