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Khurasaniyyat (9)
A Precious Work from the Lost Legacy of al-Sahib ibn ‘Abbad in Fourth/Tenth-Century Nishapur
Omid Hosseininejad

Abstract: Al-Sahib ibn ‘Abbad (326-385/938-995), a poet, man of letters, and learned Shiite vizier of the Buyid
dynasty in the fourth/tenth century, played an important role in the spread of Shiism among the people of Isfahan.
During his vizierate, Ibn ‘Abbad devoted considerable effort to administering justice, protecting people from
oppression, promoting development and prosperity, and advancing scholarship. He was an authority in numerous
fields of learning and authored such valuable works as al-Ibana an madhhab abl al- adl and al-Tadbkira fi al-usal
al-khamsa. Al-Sahib ibn ‘Abbad’s Riiznamajab is one of his valuable treatises and contains an account of his journey
to Baghdad in 347/958-959. Al-Tha'alibi al-Naysabtri and Yaqat al-Hamawi preserved excerpts from this treatise
in their works, with al-Tha'alibi being the first author known to quote directly from it. The treatise itself, however,
remained lost for approximately seven centuries, and its whereabouts were unknown to manuscript scholars and
researchers. While recently examining early manuscripts held in the Library of Astan-i Quds-i Radavi, I happened
upon an early collection of valuable treatises. Catalogued under no. 12502, the codex contains Tadbir al-sibba bi-
l-mat'am wa-l-mashrab by Aba Zayd Hunayn ibn Ishaq al-'Ibadi (d. 261-264/875-878), Izhar masawi’ shi r Abt I-
Tayyib al-Mutanabbi by al-Sahib ibn ‘Abbad, and his Raznamajah. All three treatises were copied by the same
scribe in Nishapur on Saturday, 13 Jumada II 396/1006, only eleven years after al-Sahib ibn ‘Abbad’s death.

Keywords: al-Sahib ibn ‘Abbad, Riznamajab, Baghdad, Isfahan, al-Tha'alib1, Nishapur.
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